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MAY the very God of Peace ſanctiy you wholly : and 
I pray 6 ks — 2 r _ body. 
be preſerued blameleſs unto the wh of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Faithful is he that calleth YOu, wha 
* will do it. 

ANCTIFICATION is ni ſpoken of 

and ſtrongly inculcated throughout the 

| facred Scriptures. Its nature is there deſcribed, 
and its abſolute neceſſity and great excellency 
ointed out in various forms of expreſſion. This 

15 the will of God (ſays St. Paul, 1 Theſſ. iv. g.) 

even your . and his will, we know, 

is of indiſpenſable obligation upon all his crea- 
tures; to comply with it, and be made conform- 
able to it, is at once our duty and our happineſs. 

„ 222 to fatvation, that is, happineſs in 
heaven, (ſays he again, 2 Theſſ. ii. 13.) through 

| [andlification of the {jarit. Salvation is the end, 


ſan6hification the way 3 a Way in which all muſt 


walk who would arrive at that defirable end. 
For, ſays the fame Apoſtle, Without holineſs 
(ayiaowos, ſanctification] no man ſhall ſce the Lord. 


Vhatever a man attains, if he attain not this, he 


' ſhall be excluded the preſence, and denied the 
blifsful viſion of God; he fhall be ſhut out of 
heaven, and thruſt down to hell. On the contrary, 
the ſandiified, the pure in heart, ſtand entitled 
to the inheritance. above (as St. Paul declares, 
Adds xxvi. 18.) and as the faithful and true witneſs 


teſtifies, Matth. v. 8. ſhall ſee God, aſe know and 
enjoy him for eve. 
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5 v7 
2. Jo great is the — excelleney· of 
fanctification, that it ig, the grand end God has- 
in view in all the diſpenſations of his providence 
and grace to the children of men. Chrift gave 
himſelf for his church, that he maght ſanctiß) nd 
cleanſe it. He ſu ered without the camp, that he- 
might ſancthify the people by his own blood. The 
Spirit of God is termed the Holy Shirit and the 
e of Holinęſos not only becauſe he is holy in 
. humfelf, but alſo becauſe it is his office to ſanctify and 
make vs holy: and God chgſlens us for our profit, 
that abe may made partehers of kis holineſs; Yea, 
and in every diſpenſation towards us; whether 
pleaſing or painful, God has this ſame end in 
view, for his divine power: has given-us all things 
that pertain unto life and unto godlineſs, as well as 
thoſe exceeding great and precious promiſes wheret:y 
theſe bleflings are made over to us, that we may 
be made  partakers of the ditine nature, A cfeaped 
the corrupiton that xs in the. world... 
- 3. Hence it is that much hath been Add of 
ſanktification in every age ſince Chriſtianity was 
brit eſtabliſhed in the world until now. it has 
appeared to be of ſuch great importance, that 
many who have had the glory of God and the 
ood of mankiad at heart, have written upon 
the ſubject, and not a few of theſe admirably well. 
Many excellent things have been advanced uporr - 
this point both by antient and modern authers by 
our own countrymen and by ſtrangers. And ut 15 
a. doctrine concerning wh ich there has been bit 
little diſpute, unleſs in our on 2 age, an age fruit- 
tu] of controverſies of all kids: And probably it 
would have been leſs diſputed even now, had the 
Scriptures been more attentively and carefully 
confulied on the bead. But be that as it will, 
as the ſubject is by no means exhauſted, and as 
the: Scriptures, onhj can make us wiſe unto ſalvas _ 
1 tion, 
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. 
tion, whatever others do, let us conſider them 
diligently upon all points of doctrine, and eſpe-. 
cially upon 4hzs, fo maniſettly of the greateſt con- 
ſequence: —Having then ſeen the importance of 
ſanctification, proceed we now to conſider, 

1ſt. Its nature and extent, And, 

2dly. How we may attain it. 


And, 1ſt, Conſider we the nature and extent of 
ſanctification. | | 

1. Sandliſication is often aſcribed in the Old 
Teſtament to things without life. In the books 


of Moſes, the tabernacle, altar, Jayer of braſs, 


the prieſt's garmeuts, and various other things 
uſed in the Iſraelitiſh worſhip, are ſaid to be /anc- 
liſied. So afterwards, in the hiſtorical books, the 
temple and the various utenſils in the temple 
ſervice are ſaid to be /andrfied. Now all that can 
be meant by that expreſſion thus applied, is, that 
they were ſeparated from common and profane 
uſe, and dedicated to the immediate worſhip aud 
{ſervice of God. And indeed this ſeems to be the 
primary and original meaning both of the Hebrew 
word, ip, in the Old Teſtament, and of the 


Sreek word, &yiatw, in the New, tranſlated to 


ſanctiſy : They both. ſignify to /eparate and to de- 


dicate, devote or conſecrate. Thus the whole body 
of prieſts were ſanctified in a ceremonial manner. 
they were ſeparated from common and civil em- 


ployments, and conſecrated to the ſervice of God 


in his ſanctuary. b | 
2. This obſervation may give us light in the 
nature of our ſanctification. It alſo implies a /e- 
paralioꝝ and dedication, not, indeed, ceremonial 
and figurative, but real : a real ſeparation from 
fin and the ſervice theregf, and a dedication to 
God and his ſervice. Accordingly, it is ſaid, 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
ü from 
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From all iniquity, and purify us to kamſelf a peculian 
Jeople, a people conſec ted entirely to him: and 
lie died for all, that they who live (who are quick- 
ened by his death) mighit not henceforth (from the. 
time they are quickened) /zve unto themſelves, Luk 
unto him that died for them.and roſe again: Pallages- 
of Scripture theſe, which poini out unto us very, 
clearly the nature of that ſanctification, which we 
bave already ſeen to be the grand end of the death. 
-6f Chriſt. | 3 5 
3. But this matter will be ſtill better under-- 
flood by conſidering the words of our text: May 
the very God of prace fantiiſy you wholly,. ondIrDeice 
The word is of a very extenſive meaning, and 
_fignifres © every part, and every part perfectly.“ 
And what we are to underſtand by every part, we 
learn from the following clauſe :. aud may the 
whole of you (oumroov upur, all that. belongs to 
you) the ſpirit, the ſbul, and the body, be preſerved. 
blameleſs unto the coming of our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is an exact tranflation of the words, and it 
appears therefrom that the Apoſtle, in this pal- 
lage, confiders man as divided into three parts, 
which he very exprefsly and particularly enume- 
rates the ſpirit, the ſoul, and the body, preſixing the 
article to each. = 2 
4. Lam well aware that ſome perſons, eminent. 
for learning and picty, conſider this text in a 
ſomewhat different light. They ſuppoſe that by the 
word /pzrit, he Apoſtle means their Hhiritual eftate,. 
viz. the ſpirit of God, with his various graces, 
wiſhing that it might be preſerved to them whole 
and entire; that by the other two phraſes, .o 
and body (which they fay make up the whole man) 
he means their natural e/tate, wiſhing it alſo might 
be preſerved blamelefs. - They argue, that man 
cannot conſiſt of three parts appears hence, the 
| ſoul is either matter or not matter, there is no 
medium; But if it is matter, it. is part of. 9 
. 2 1 An: by 


4 


; if not matter, it coincides with the ſpirit.” 
_ Bengelius and Weſley's notes.) This rea- 


ſoning is perhaps very juſt: It is poſſibly more 


phaleſophical to conſider man as conſiſting only of 
a material and immalerial part. But then is it 
certain St. Paul ſpoke with philoſophical: exactneſs 
here? Is it not rather probable that he alluded 
to the then prevailing opinions, and followed the 
Greek writers, who, it is certain, frequently con- 


ſider man as compoſed of three parts, ſpirit, ſoul, 
7”. and body. This ke might do, without any inten-- 
tention of teaching us.the niceties of philoſophy, 


merely that he might expreſs the matter he had in 
hand more /trongly, leaving points of mere ſpecu- 
lation juſt as he found them; even as we, who 
firmly believe that man confills only of two parts, 
do nevertheleſs-frequently pray that our Cody, ſoul. 
and ſhirit may be conſecrated: to God, by which 
form of expreſſion we woutd only be underſtood 
to mean all that belongs to us, all 'our Powers, and 
acultees of foul and body. Be this as it wHl 7 in 


+ this light I beg leave to underſtand the Apoſtle; 
as meaning, by theſe different phraſes, to ſignify 


that every«part' of us, all our faculties, and alt 
our members, muſt be ſanctified and devoted 
wholly to God; a doctrine which, it will be 
readily allowed, the whole Scripture inculcates. 
upon us. . -Þ | 
5. By the (ro web /parrt, I would, with the 
Greek writers, underſtand the /uperzor Faculties 
of the mind, ſuch as the underſtanding, will, con- 


ference, and memory, which are purely ſpiritual, 


and exiſt (no doubt) in the bleſſed angels, and in 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. By the 


t vx") /oul, I mean the infertor faculties, the 
falſions and appetites, which, it ſeems, we have 


in common with the beaſts that periſh, only more 


refined. And bp the Body I intend all that is ma- 


terial. Now let us brie y conſider how. each of 


theſe is to be ſanctified. TS 6. And, 


ES] 


65. And. iſt, "Ihe irit, including the ungers 


AHauding, will, conference, und memory. By the 


underſtanding, I here mean that faculty whereby 
we apprehend, conſider, judge, and reaſon. Now 
experience and Sc1ipture agree to inform us, that 
this ſtands in great need of {anErification, for it is 
naturally overſpread with groſs darkneſs, and em- 
ployed as an inſtrument of iniquity. Darkns/s 


covers the earth, ſays the Prophet, and groſs dar. 
neſs the prople. All mankind, like the Epheſians, 


re alienated from the life of God, through the 1gno- 
rance that 1s mn them; and hence the Apollle at- 


firms, there is none tat underſtandeth, there is nane 


that ſecketh after God. This is true of Jews and 
| Gentiles, who are one and all become vazn in their 
imaginations, and their Jeo'rfh autos unintelli- 
gent) heart 25 darkened. We are therefore groſsly 


ignorant of what it moſt concerns us to know: 


What we are, whence we came, and whither we 


are going :— What the world is in which we live, 


and whether we ate to live in another: If fo, 
how we may inſure happineſs there, and how get 
rid of. our preſent miſery. Who is the author of 
our being, what he js in himſelf, and what he is 
to us: — What obligations we are under to him, 
and how we may fulfil theſe obligations: The 
value of his favour, and how we may attain it. 
Plain it is, the Heathen in general could never 
come to any certainty in theſe reſpects; and if we 
are not ſo dark as they, we owe it to the oracles 
of God. But the truth is, though by the Scrip- 
tures we have ſome; ſheculalive knowledge in theſe 
points, yet our knowledge has no proper influ- 
ence upon us while deſtitute of the illumination 


of the Holy Ghoſt, but we are practically as ig- 
norant as they, as far from all /aveng knowledge 


in things ſpiritual and divine. 
. But by ſanktificatign, a manifeſt alteration 
is made. The under/tanding is then freed from its 


natural 


— * 


0 


04}: 
natural darkveſs in the things of God, and en- 
-hghtened by divine Truth, to receive whoſe 


chearing beams it now dedicates its powers. 


Herebv we attain that knowledge, which before 
we had no conception of, nor deſire after. Spi- 


ritual things appear to us in a new light, and we 


judge of them in a new manner, We have nei- 
ther that averſion to conſider, nor that inability _ 
to underſtand them which we before laboured 
under; but we think of them with delight, and 
apprehend them with readineſs. Hence we be- 
come favingly acquainted with them: We know 
the truth, and the truth makes us free - The Capel 

&- 


comes to us, not in word only, but alſo Mm por'er : 


ing turned from darkneſs to light, and diſpoſed to 
receive more and more light continually, we are 
_ alſo turned from the porrer of Satan unto God. In 


other worde, the light communicated to eur un- 
derſianding influences our will, and brings it into 


ſubjection to the holy will of God, whom we 


ſerve as well as know, ard whoſe ſervice we find. 


40 be perfect freedom. This leads mE to obs 


ferve, adly, that, 
8. From the darkneſs of the under ſlanding ariſes: 
the perveiſeneſs of the all, which in our unboly 


Hate of nature oppoſes the holy will of God. Not 


diſcerning the vanity of the world, its unſarisfac- 


tory nature, and ſhort duration, we chuſe it for 


our portion, and foohſhly ſeek our happineſs in 
it, Not knowing the all: ſufficieney of Cod, and 
his willingneſs to afford us ſolid and laſhing com- 
tort in his faveur and preſence, we ſhun his ways, 


and decline all fellowſhip with him. Not ſeeing 


the ſinfulneſs of fn, and its deſtructive conſe- 
gquences, we do not loath and: abhor it, but roll 


it under our tongue as a ſweet morſel, and ase 


prone to commit it, as the ſparks to fly upwards, 
To holineſs we have a ſtrange averſion, ariſing from 
aur 1pnerance of its excellent nature and bleſſed. 

a | conle- 


conſequences. God's commandments we refuſe 


+ Io. ' 


to obey; they are grievous to us, becauſe we un- 
derſtand not their 1eaſonableneſs and happy ten- 
dency. . To his diſpenſations we will not fubmit, 
net knowing that they are directed by infinite wiſ- 
dom and almighty love, and aſſuredly work for 
good to them that love God. Now this perverſe 
will is that @compa caxcs, that carnal mind, which 


25 enmity agatnſi God, which is not /ubjett lo the law 


of God, neither indeed can be, under the dominion 


of which, whoſoever is, ke cannot pleaſe God. 

9. But by the ſanctification of the uu follow- 
ing the ſanctification of the underffanding, a glo- 
rious change is wrought. For being enlightened 
with the knowledge of God, we are no longer 
averſe to his ſervice, but conſider it at once our 
duty and happineſs to love him, and hve to his 
glory. The vail which covered the, world and | 
concealed its vanity being withdrawn, we turn 
our backs upon it, and aſtoniſhed at our former 
folly, cry out, What have I to do any more 
with idols?” and affirm, : concerning the crea- 
tures, © Miſerable comforters are ye all,” Sn 
appears in all its deformity, accompanied with a. 
long train of miſeries, and we flee from its per- 


nicious touch, and aH. the garment ſpotted by the 


Mei. Holineſs ſhines forth in all its luſtre and 


beauty, and we embrace it with our whole ſoul. 
We have refpe&t to all God's commandments, 


and delight to fulfil them, convinced they are 


true and righteous altogether, more to be defired than 
gold, ca, than much ſine gold ; ſweeter than the honey 


and ihe honeycomb ; and moreover, that in keeping of i 
them there 15 great reward. We acquielce in all | 


the diſpenſations of his providence, and with 


"ſweet complacency and delight acknowledge, 


Good ig the will of the Lord, How many ſo— 
ever our diſappointments, loſſes, and ſufferings 
| | are 


L 1 


are, fill we ſay, Not my will but thine be don 
Be it unto me even as thou wilt. | | 


% We. ſee the hand, we worſhip and adore, 
And juſtify the all-diſpoſing power.” 
10. In the ſanctification of the /pzrzt, I ſup- 


ZW pole is included, gdly, that of the conſcience ; 

| which has as much need of being renewed, as 
our other powers, it being equally depraved with 
them. For it is naturally blinded and miitaken, 


hardened and inſenſible. Unacquainied with the 
will of God, it does not give us due information 
concerning it, but erroneouſly approves where it 
ſhould condemn, and condemns where 1t ſhould 


approve. It gives an uncertain ſound, who then 


can prepare himſelf for obedience? Nay, too 
often it gives no ſound at all, but ſuffers us to go 
on quietly in the way of our heart, and to walk 


after the deſire of our eyes. It is its duty indeed, 


like a faithful watchman, to warn us of approach- 
ing danger, and advertiſe us of the advances of 


our enemies. But, alas! intoxicated with the 


ſtupefying potions of ſin, | | 
"(50 — — — It fleeps 

+ On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with ſyren ſong.” 

Our threefold enemy aſſaults, prevails, and con- 

uers; we are wounded, mangled, and flain ; 


but ſtill conſcience gives no alarm, ſtill we are 


inſenſible of our miſery. We are, as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, amyaynedes, paſt feeling. Temptation 
hurries us hither and thither at pleaſure, we drive 
furiouſly in the way of ſin, and (if divine grace 
prevent not) we never ſtop, till down the precipice 
of death we ruſh into the dreadful lake, where 
conſcience awakes into a worm that dieth not, and 
where the fire is not quenched. 5 

11. This would be the caſe with all mankind 
were it not for the grace of God. This makes 
the difference wherever it is. But, ſuppoſe thro” 


the influence of that grace, operating different 


ways 


n 
— 24, _ —— 
r —— — b — 
2 — — 5 
* — . ; — 


ann — 
— — — 222 
* 


—— — oy hrs 


— 22 
Ry 


2 Ne 
rr r 
a — — 

— —ä — — a 


* 
© 4 45 
: —————— 
n — 0 wi. vs > 4- abt 


K —— e_ 


—— 2 ͥ ö—4ͤü— 
* 4 
' 
+ 


Mays, our conſcience is awakened from its fleep, 
and rouſed from us lethargy ; ſuppoſe, further, 


it is no longer erroneous, but rightly informed 


concerning the will of God; yet ſtill it is not 
ſenctified till it be ſprinkled with the blood ' of 
Chiriſt, but is what the Apoſtle calls an evil con- 
ference, ſtained and polluted with ſin and guilt, 
Such was David's conſcience when he ſaid, In- 
niiynerable evals com afs me about, mine tmgutltes 
have tahen ſuch hol upon me, that I cannot look up, 
1 my heart faileth me. My wounds Monk and 
.are corrupt thro" my fooliſhneſs. Such was the con- 
{cience of the Publican, when lie prayed, Cod be 
merciful to me a ſinner. Such that of che Jaller, 


when he came trembling, and fell down before Pau! | 


and Silas, and aiked, Sins, what mu! 1 do de be 
Javed ? And fuch the conſciences of the three 
thouſand, converted on the day of Pentecoſt, when 
being pricked to the heart, they Sed out, Men and 
breth) ren what fhall ue do? 

12. Now the fanetification of the confcience. 
implies an acquittance from guilt, a freedom from 
condemnation, or the remiſhon of fins; and ac- 
ceptance with God; in conſequence of which w 
are now no longer obnoxious to God's wrath. 
and liable to everlaſting puniſhment, but being 
poſſeſſed of his favour, Ire entitled to eternal life. 
That our conſcience may be thus ſanflified, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary, 1ſt, That we ſhould be in 
Chriſt by faith, and have an intereſt in his ſuffer- 
ings. For it is the blood of Chriſt alone which 
cleanſeth from the guilt of ſin, and it is only to 
thoſe that are in him that there 1 is no condemnation. 
And then, edly, that we may continue in this 
ſtate of reconciliation wich God, it is further 
neceſſary that we walk 'not after the ft fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit, Rom. viii. 1. that we wall in all God's 


ordinances and commandments. blameleſs. For if we 


would MIO en the ig nay” of 'our — we 
mult 


: * | S 

7 Jnuuſt have our converſation in the world in Jomplictty : 
od and godly ſincorily, ot with Jiefhly unſdom, but by» 
= the grace of God. \ Thus only can we have a con- : 
7 ſcience void of affence toward God and man. 
n. 13.-It is eaſy to ſee that in what I have now: 
lt. aid reſpecting the Conſcience, I include all that 

ö is generally underſtood by Juſliſicution, which is 


7 2 46 * , - 
in ® the name whereby this work is commonly called, 
, both in the Scripture: and in the writings of the 


„ moſt eminent divine:. J have only to add, when 
nd . . . * . TY o 
this ineſtimable bleſſing is conferr'd upon us, and 


hot aue have peace with God through our. Lord Jeſus 
or, Chriſt, when we tale that the Lord i gracious. 
Mp and can apply to ourſelves the following words | 
be with confidence. TT a 5 ö ma, XN 7 . 5 
ee O Love, thou'bottomleſs abyfs! 
en My fins are [Wallowed up in'thee ! 
nd | 26. Cover dis, mine unrighteouſneſs, 

Nor ſpot of guilt remains in me! rob | 
5 While Jelus* blood ihro' earth and ſkies, __ _ | 
Yo © Mercy, free, boundleſs mercy <ries! 1/1 IN 
SY Then let us dedicate our Conſcience to the Lord, | 
= that being guided by his word and ſpirit, it mar | 
th. direct us in the way of duty, and warn us of the -” 
vg danger we are in from the aſfaults of our ſpiritual - | 
fe. enemies; and thus will it be properly ſanctified 
is and employed according to the will of lim, Wu | 
in ſent -that guardian angel to condutt us'thro! the: | 
AT. ſnares -of this world to his heavenly kingdom. . | j 
ch 14. Once more on this head: The Memory | 


to. muſt be ſanctified. 80 we Call that wonderful 5 
n. power, God hathibeſtowed upon Us, 1 | 


vis WM former ideas and recollecting paſt events. 'Phis 
er fac 140, tho“ ſtrangely weakened and corrupied | 
er by the fall, flill retains: a furprizing degree of 


s WM ficength and vigour in ſome, call ages having pro- 
ve duc d individuals whoſe: power of lrecollection has | 
76 been amazing. But with the generality! the caſe "x 

dat AARON 2d D B. sd oft ide WH | 
zaibasl © I 


— 
— 


St e 
> Gal * bh * 4 
7 * 
9 —— — : 
a. 


N 
4-2 


*» 
WS OE EE MY —— —— AS G4 woe 6 — — = 
4 — 


12 
22 
— — — 


3 — 
. : 


nn 


re ERR 


— 


rr rr. rr S 1 200. 
7 ** 9 e "Woes eater De 9 At TEES 


is different: their memories are exceeting trea-. 
cherous: which by no means proves that their 
| ſouls have ſuſtained more moral injury by fin than 


others, but only that their bodies are leſs perfect: 


for it is well known that the memory depends on 
the brain, and is ſtronger or weaker as the modi- 


fication of that organ is more or leſs calculated 


for exerting this function. But, be it „rong or 


zeak, tis certainly, like our other powers, great- 


Iy .corrupted in all. Inſtead of being, as was 
originally intended, a well order'd repoſitory of 


divine truths and uſeful remarks, drawn from ex- 
perience and obſervation, it is become a mere fink 


of ſin, or a Jumber-room of impertinence and 


folly. We commonly remember. beſt what it 
would be well to forget, and forget what we ought 
to remember. Our minds, like a leaky veſſel, rea- 
dily let out the pure water of life, while they ſel- 


dom fail to retain the filth of fin and dregs of 


vanity. What is pious and uſeful makes but a 


very faint impreſſion, and is therefore ſoon forgot, 


whereas what is umpure and prejudicial, . being 


agreeable to our carnal hearts, ſinks deep and re- 


13. But the cafe is quite alter'd;when the Me- 


mory is /andified. Then the things of God ap- 
pearing to the mind in all their importance, make 
a deep and laſting impreſſion upon us: where- 


as earthly and temporal things, the vanity and 
ſhort duration of which the underſtanding diſco- 
vers, do not much affect us, a ee are 
not remember'd. Thus the memory is weaken- 
ed with regard to thoſe things, which are tri- 
filing and hurtful, and ſtrengthen'd with regard 
io choſe which are important and uſeful. Or ra- 
ther, it caſts away the former as unworthy of a 
place in ſuch a facred repoſitory, and retains the 
Iatter, as things that deſerve to be lock'd up in 


the cabinet of the heart. The Underflanding, the 


leading 


8 1 n os, 2 


„ „ 
leading faculty, being enlighten'd, and the WHY 
render'd obedient to its dittates, the Memory is 


128 only intruſted wich what is uſeful and excellent, 
me to which it is more at liberty-to attend, and will 
* | keep with greater faithfulneſs, being freed from 
on WW the care of that uſeleſs lumber, which: before diſ- 
ws tracted and overcharged it. Add to this, that the 
a | Spirit helps our weak mfrrmilies, and brings to our 
on remembrance the things we have ſeen and heard, 
by and that at the very time when it is moſt needful. 
* In this way is the damage our memory hath ſuſ- 
of WF tained by the fall much repaired: However, as it 
depends ſo much (as has been ſaid) on a bodily 
XE organ, it cannot be ſuppoſed it will be reſtored to 
d ns original ſtate, till the body itſelf is created 
= anew by a glorious reſurrection. Then, and not 
ht before, ſhall we be freed from this and every other 
Ae infirmity. | „„ Yo nn] 
l- 16, In the mean time, be the memory ſtrong 
of or weak, it may be /andrfied,' and no longer em- 
4 ployed as an inſtrument of unrighteouſneſs unto 
t, fin, but devoted to the honour and ſervice of 
S WE God. Inſtead of ſerving the deſigns of Satan, and 
as miniſtring to our guilt and miſery, by ſupplying 


fuel to our pride, reſentment, and luſt; it may 
terve the purpoſes. of God's glory, and help to 
promote our. holineſs and happineſs, by reminding 

| us of motives. to humility, Faith, and lone. Many 
have ſrong, but unſancliſtcd, memories, which 

| ſerve only to encreaſe their 4nowledge, not their 
grace ; and of conſequence, to aggravate th ir con- 
demnation. But by ſanGification, the memory, 
being conſecrated to God and religion, becomes a 
ſacred ſtorehouſe for the Chriſtian's ſupply in his 
journey thro? this wilderneſs to the New Jeru- 
ſalem. There the Word of Truth is laid upj 
whence: he is furniſhed with the armour of reghts- 
ouſneſs on the right hand and on the teft, with food 
to nouriſh, and with medicine to heal the diſorders of 


B 2 his 


E 
Bis ſoul;- There former experiences are preſerve@;. | 
__ which being reviewell, afford much matter for- 
humiliation- and gratitude, and greatly add to his 
confidence and joy. And there the diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence, whether- of-a public or pri- 
vate nature, Whether towards himfelf or others 
with whom he has been acqueinted, are kept in 
| ſtore, and being reflected upon, ſerve both for 
.caution- and for comfort ;- both to guard him 
againſt thoſe ſins and follies for which God hath - 
chaſtiſed him and others, and*to prompt him to 
that holy living, and thoſe good works, which 
fail not of meeting with a-preſent reward. Above 
all, there he treaſures up the commandments of 
God, with many prudential rules of duty, that he 
may never be at. a loſs to know the way wherein 
he ought to go, and how he ought to walk therein 
ee e e, 85 


We come now to conſider, is: he ſandliff. 
cation of the Soul (vxn) including under that 
5 term the Paſſtons and Appetites- | 
1. By the Paſſions, 1 mean thofe affections or 
eee the mind, which are excited upon the 
apprehenſion of any real or Juppofed good or evil. 
When we apprehend any thing good or excellent, 
we love (that is, eſteem and take complacency in) 
it; if it appear any way ſuitable to us, we defire 
it, and that more or leſs, as it appears more or 
leſs ſuitable. If there be any proſpett of attaining. 
it, we hope for it, and our hope is proportionable 
to ſuch a proſpect. If we have actually attained 
it, and 844. it anſwer our expectations, we rejoice 
in the poſſeſſion of it. On the other hand, When 
we apprehend any thing evz!, we hate it; if it ap- 
r hurtful to us, we are averſe to it. If, farther, 
it ſeem likely to befall us, we fear it; and if it 
40: in fact befall us, it excites /orrow and di ftreſs: 
Theſe are generally accounted the principal and 
£ x leading 


Previous tothis change 


„ 


| leading Paſſions, from which all the reſt are de- 


rived, and to which they may be referred, viz. 
Love aud Hatred, Deſire and Averſion, Hope and 
Fear, Joy and Sorrow; and theſe I thall confine 
myſelf to at preſent. _ 
2. Now all theſe muſt be ſanflifed, being na- 
turally inordinate and irregular. It is a melan- 
choly truth, manifeſt from daily experience and 


' obſervation, and confirmed by the teſtimony of 


Scripture, that we are prone to. /ove what we 
ſhould hate, and hate what we ſhould love; defire 


| what we {ſhould abhor, and ablior what we ſhould 


| defer tre ; hope for what we ſhould rather fear, and 
ear what ſhould excite our hope ; rejoice in that 
which ought to give us ſorrow, * 85 p rroto for 
that which ought to afford us joy. 15 is plain, 


that the ſuppoſed good things of this world, fuch 


| as riches, honours, health, eaſe, the pleaſures of 


ſenſe and thoſe of imagination, naturally excite 


our lote and defire, hope and joy ; while the ſup- 


poſed evi things of the world, ſuch as poverty, 
diſgrace, ſickneſs, pain, labour;: toil, awaken in 
us the contrary ee ns ee vere 5 14 


and ſor rot. 12680 


3. It is true, e is dente in Seck chis is 5 
lawful, viz; when it is done in perfect ſubordina- 


tion to God and his holy will; I mean when theſe 


different and contrary paſſions are excited in us 
in a regular manner and in a due degree, and are 
only indulged for God's ſake, and with a view to 
his glory. But, ſurely, this is not the caſe with 
uny before, or any further than they are ſanctified. 

being wrought upon us, not 
only the forementioned things of the 'world re- 
Puted good, but „en ſelf is the object of our love, 

and de/ire, hope and joy; while God and religion, 
holineſs and obedience, things. ſparitual and di- 

Vine, are hated and avoided, as though they were 
= evil 


E 

evil n themſelves. and prejudicial to us. That 
this is the caſe, all who are enlightened by. the 
Spirit of God, have ſeen and felt to their ſorrow ; 
and as for thoſe. who are ſtill unawakened, I beg 
leave to. remind them of the words of inſpiration, 
The heart (including the affections) 2s decertful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked and again, 
God Jaw that the wickedneſs of man was great upon 
the earth, and that the imagination of the thoughts of 
lis heart was onl M evil, and that continuali 2 e 
As youth up, 

4. How much then ds our -paiſions need-to be 
ſanctified! How neceſſary is it that a- change 
Mould be wrought in them! Fhat they ſhould be 
properly reſtrained and duly regulated ! Subjetted 
to the will of God, and fixed upon their proper 
objects! all which is implied in their ſanctification. 
Ti Ie Lord direct your hearts into ile lave of. God; 
. fays St. Paul, 2 Theſſ. i; 5. that is, May the 
whole-train of your Affections be under the influ- 
Ence of the love of God. Now this is really and 
tully done when we are ſanctified. Then God and. 
his holy will, religion and virtue, holineſs here, 
and happineſs hereafter, engage our chief atten. 
tion, and poſſeſs the ſupreme place i = our affec- 

tion. We highly.e/tcem and fervently love them, 
eagerly defire, and diligently gre wg: em ; They 

are prey id objekts of our hope and jay, and we ike 
_ complacency and delight in them from day to day. 
And it we defire or delight: in any thing elle, it is 
in ſubordination to God: and and his holy will. 
We are therefore crucified wnto the world, and the 
world is eruciſied unto us We are ſaved from the 
love of things temporal, from all undue attach- 
ment to them and deſire after them, well. know- 
ing. of any man lave the world, the lere wht wy Fa- 
tler 0 na in 
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and reſtrain them, 


4 is 

. In the niean imme, our ater/on. to the evil 
tings of the world, as poverty, reproach, fick-- 
nele and pain; is, fo. moderated; that we are re- 
ſigned to ſuſſer them when God ſhall ſo appoint 
neither fearing them when abſent with any fear 
that hath torment, nor forrowing as thoſe” that 
have no hope nor portion in God, when they are 
reſent. But rather we defire often 10 have fel- 
lowſhip with Chroſt i in has ſuffertngs, and rejoice that. 
he. is magmjied in our body, whether by eaſe or. 
pain, life or death, Yea, when our: afflidions 
abound, our conſololions dg muck» more abound. At. 
the ſame time, n, all fin, whatever honour, or 
pleaſure, or profit it promiſes, is the object of our 


hatred and abhorrence. We are heartily /orry for. 


our paſt ſins, the remembrance of them is griev- 
ous unto us, and by the grace of God we deter- 
mine for the future not to repeat them. We 
have an utter hatred to every appearance of: 
evil, and a filial fear of offending him, whom 


our ſouls: love. And thus are all our Paſſions> 


exerciſed upon their proper obig and duly. 


regelt 


6. Having dwelt ſo long upon the foregoing 
particulars, A ſhall ſay leſs 5 the Appetztes, the 
ſanQification of which comes next to be conſi- 
dered. By the Appeties, I mean theſe propen/ities- 


or znclinations wluch are ſuited. to an animal na- 


ture, and which God hath for wiſe ends implant- 
ed in us, whom he hath. endued with fuch a na- 


ture. Theſe it is not the will of. God to eradicate, 


any more than our n but only to regulate 
vhich ſurely they have 


great need. For, alas! how frequently, how- 


almoſt univerſally are they indulged to exceſs!” 
How much. dehcacy and expenſive ſuperfluity in 


eating and drinking! How many uſelels,. nay de- 
ſtructive diſhes and invented liquors! How: much 


* among all orders and degrees of 


men! 


7 1 


men! How much gluttony and drunkenneſs ! 


1 Ho many eſtates are ſquandered away! How 
wany families reduced to. beggary, to pratify a 
il = vile appetite, to fulfil a beaſtly deſire! And what 


1 is yet more to be deplored, how many thus ruin 
a good conſtitution, and bring various diſeaſes 
upon themſelves, at once painful and loathſome, 
which it is beyond the power of medicine to re- 
medy, and which terminate at laſt in an unt:mely 
death ; while, in the mean time, they deprive 
themſelves of the divine favour, and caſt their 
ſouls into endleſs perdition |! Their end is deftruc- 
tien, becauſe their God 15 therr belly, and their glory 
25% their ſhame. In fine, how much uncleanneſs of 
every kind, the ſcandal and reproach, I will not 
ſay of Chriſſianity, but of human nature itſelf! 
is How far, in theſe reſpects, is man  degraved be- 
neath the brutes that periſh! _ 

7. Now the ſandtification of our ir Appetites puts 
an entire end to all this; and enables-us to live 
foberly, as well as rioheouſly and godly in this pre- 
ſent world, ſlrictly cultivating temperance and 
chaſtity in all their branches. It implies the cru- 
cifixion of all defire after ſuperfluous or delicate 
food, and the reſtraint or eradication of all im- 
pure Jufts whatſoever. Then ſhall we only take 
that quantity and quality of food which is moſt 
conducive to our bodily health, and beſt fits us 
for the ſervice of God in that Jawful calling where- 
in his providence hath placed us. Then ſhall we 
manifeſt in all our tempers, words, and works, 

the inward purity of our hearts. We ſhall glori- 
fy God by chaſtity and ' modeſty in a ſingle life, 
the more excellent way to thoſe who-can receive 
it, or by temperance and fidelity in a marriage 
fate, which is honourable in all, and neceſſary 
for many. In either ſtate we hall preferve 'our- 
ſelves free from the pollutions that are in the world 
rep rad ** Remembering that our bones, us 7 
We 
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well as -/ouls, are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, ani; 
bought with the blood of - Chrift, we ſhall not 
proſtitute: them to ſin and the devil by gratifying: 
any baſe deſire, but ſhall /keep them holy, that we 
may glorify God, as well in our body as /frrit, which 
are God's. / FFV 


This leads me, gdly, to ſubjoin a few words 


on the ſandtifcation of the Body. 


I. The Spirit and Soul being depraved, ſeduced” 
from God, debauched by ſin, and devoted to 
the ſervice of Satan, the Body, a mere ſervant 
and inſtrument in their hands, is obliged to 
accompany them in their revolt; and obey the 
cictates of its leaders. As the Underſtanding of 


the natural man docs not diſcern the evil of ſin, 


nor his Conſcrence remonſtrate againſt it; as his Mill 


and Aﬀeftions chuſe and embrace it, and his Appetites 


Hurry him on the commiſſion of it, it is no wonder 
if has fleſh ſerde the law of. fen, and he preſent his 
members as inſtruments of unrighteoufneſs thereunto. 
Indeed the members of our bodies may be always 
faid to /erve fm, when we are not influenced” by 


the love ef God, and a regard to his glory; be- 


cauſe then our motives and ends are not good, nor- 
of conſequence the words and actions to Which 


they give bifth. Our eye is not /gle, but evil, 


and hence our whele body-1s full of darkneſs, our 


whole conduct a ſeene of ſin: We ſerve ourſelves - 
and the devil, but not the Lord Jeſus: And 


however innocent out outward deportment may 
appear before men, it is far from meeting with 


his approbation who ſcurchelli il e heart, and trieth 
the reins of- the children of. men. A 
2. But, alas! too often it is not outwardly in- 


nocent, but we preſent our members ſervants to un- 


cleanneſe, and iniguity unto iniquity. Our Eyes are 
employed in beholding vamiy, if not in grautying.. 


the luſſful, envious, or covetous deſire: Our: 
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ſelves to God, as thoje 


E if ” "B08 
Ears are attentive to idle ſongs, to flattering lips; | 
and a flanderous tongue. If our Hands do not 
pick and ſteal, rob and defraud, hurt and maim 


any one; if they do not injure our neighbour in 
Bis perſon or property, yet are they perhaps in- 


centives to concupiſcence or wrath, or negligent 
in our calling and in relieving the indigent. If 


our Feet be not /wift fo fared blaod, if they, do not 


aſſiſt us to purſue, overtake, end abuſe or deſtroy 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died; yet do they perhaps 
walk in the way of. ſinners, and follow the multitude 
to do evil, conveying us to places of debauchery 
and excels, riet and unclean:zeſs, : And our 
Tongue, that glory of our frame, whereby we 
mould praiſe our God, and edify our fellow-crea- 
tures, ſuppoſing, ſhame and humanity preſerve it 
(would to God they always did !) from hlaſphe ming 
that holy name whereby we are called, and curling 
our brethren of mankind; yet will it backbite 


and ſlander the abſent, or talk unprofitably before 


ſuch as are preſent. Thus, through ſin, do we 
abuſe and diſhonour our own bodies, and turn 
the gifts of God againſt him. We do not indeed, 
hide our Lord's talent in a naplin, but we do 
what is ſtill worſe, we employ it to his manifeſt 


diſhonour. | 


3. But obſerve the change nd; fication pro- 
duces, even in the.uſe of our Body. Then it is 


that we comply wi:h the Apoſtle's exhortation: 


Let not ſin reign in your mortal body, to it in 
the luſts Here hike yꝛeld your e n- 
ruments of un ighteor/arfe unto /in ; but yield your- 
| tho are alive from the dead, 
and your members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto 
Cod. Our yes are now employed in reading the 
Word of God, and diſcovering the wonders of 
his wiſdom, power, and love, manifeſted in the 
works of exeation. Our Ears are open to receive 
udliruftion, to hearken to the complaint of the 
1 BE] Es poor, 


» 


EET” 


poor, and the diſtreſs of the afflicted. Ou 


Tongues proclaim the loving kindneſs of the Lord. 
and ſpeak of all his wonderous works. Grace is 


poured ino our lips, and the law of kindneſs dwells 


upon our tongue, Our converfdtion 15 feafuned with 
ſalt, meet do miniſter grace to the fearers. Our Hands 


are exerted in honeſt labour, or ſtretehed ont in 
acts of charity, according to the ability God hath 
given. Our Feet convey us to the-hquie of God, 


the aſſembly of the ſaints, and we, walk in all his 


leaſant ways: We walk worthy of the Lord unto. 


all pleaſing, and ſerve him with every faculty of 


our ſoul and member of our body. 


1. Thus have we ſeen how overy part of us is 
to be ſanctified: I have only to add, before I di- 
miſs this head of my diſcourſe, 4thly, That it is 
further intended by the word oxcleazy, that every 
part fhould be ſanctifièd perfectly. Not as if the 
Apoſtle meant that any bounds could be ſet to 
this ſanGification, ſo that we could, at any period, 
ſay, Hitherto ſha!t thou go and no further ; Not 
as if there were any ſtate to be arrived at on 
earth, wherein our holineſs ſhould be incapable 
of increaſe. Surely no: Nor is it probable, 
even in heaven, It ſeems eſſential to the happi- 
neſs of a creature, a finite being, that it ſhould 
continually advance in perfection. And this it 


may do through millions of ages, and ſtill come 


infinitely ſhort of che perfection of God.—It ap- 
pears from what has been faid, that the ſanctifi- 
cation of our other powers ariſes from, and de- 
pends upon, the ſanftification of the Under/tand- 
Inge. The more the Underſtanding is enlighten- 
ed in the true knowledge of God, the more our 
Will and Afe#tons centre in. him as our chief 
good. The more we diſcerh, by the light of grace 
the vanity of the world, the more muſt our hearts 
be diſengaged” from it, The“ ſame J may Tay > 
a n 
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tthe cleanſing virtue of Jeſus* blood; that we 


. 1 4 3; | 
in in general: The moe ot! it. appears, The © 


more ſhall we hate and ,guard againſt it. Aud 
with regard to Alen, the more excellent in its 


nature, and happy 1n its tendency it ſeems to us, 


the more ſhall we love and purſue it. Now, who 
can ſay he is as. much.enlightened in theſe reſpetts 
as he may be? Surely none. And ſurely then, 
none can reaſonably think he is arrived at the top. 
of rhe ladder in holineſs, and can therefore advance 
no further. But while we are in the world, we 
may and muſt conſider it to be our duty and privi- 
lege, to grow in grace, and in the / anal of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chri/t. 
2. But when the Apoſlle prays that we may be 
perfectly ſanctified, he means, © as far as we are 


1 l of being in this world :” That ihe, F N 


may-paſs away, and+the 'truelght.continually ſhine: 
That we may wath in the tight, us ſietis in f light, 
having daily tellowſhip Nah him, and one with 
another : That we may have an unclion from the, Holy 
One, teaching us all things, the Spirit guiding us in- 
Ao all truth. Ne means further; that our Nu ſhould 
be wholly conformed to, and [ſwallowed up in 
the will of. God, ſo that we may lie in his hands 
as the clay in the hands of the potter, to be diſ- 
poſed of according to his will, and formed after 
his likeneſs, choofing him for our only portion, 
and reſigning up all our.defigns and deſires to him. 
Again, that our Conſcience Thould continually feel 
ſhould 

awaſh in the fountain and be ever N e 
from the part: 15 . : 
des N moment, 174 1 "I 

hit The merit of thy death;”. 


And that we ſhould find continual matter af re- | 
joicing in the teſtimony of a good and tender con- 


ſclence. He means, laſlly, that our Paſſions and 


n ſhould be ſo 3 and inflamed with 
5 divine, 


„ 


r 


= Thus ſhall we ny able to ke the following 
language, very exprelſive of the Tull aTarance of 
hope: 43 


"I done at laſt, the great 3 part, : 

© The world s ſubdued, and thou haſt all my;heart; 

* It triumphs in the change, and fixcs here, 

„% Nor does another ſcparation fear. 
No various ſcenes to come, no change of place, 
Shall thy loved image from my ſoul efface; 
Nor length nor . nor dittant height above, 
Nox depthibelow, ſhall part me from thy love.“ 
And all Abi that whether, ꝛbe eat or d. ink, or 


* 
LA 


* 


co ialeue r, ac do, we may do all to the glory of God; 


that whatever werdo in word or deed, ue Jury ao all 


in the name of the Lord Feſus, gi ung thaus to God, 


even the Father, through him. 
„And now hall not this bleſſing he 3 


* we hear of this renovation of aur fallen na- 
ture, of this: health and good conſtitution of ſoul, 


and not long to polleſs it? Surely this / Aijica: 
lion, ſo excellent in elf, and {o ben in 
its elfebis, muſt appear in the eyes of all that are 
enlightened, to be far more deſirable than the 
moſt valuable of thoſe earthly vanities, which ſo 
univerſally engage the attention, and engroſs 
the affettions' of mankind ! Surely one cannot 


even tranſiently behold this divine perfection and 
beauty without emotion, and cannot attentively 


conſider it without being overcome with deſire, 
and made (as it were) ſick of love! How lovely! 
is this image of God, this divine nature! How 
honourable and happy to be clothed with it! To 
have all. our- ſins forgiven, and our conſciences 
Ip (leck from guilt! To have all our diſeaſes 
heated and our fouls reſtored to perfect ſound. 
nels ! 'Ta have our life redeemed from eternal 
deſtruttion, and our heads crowned with loving 


G | kindneſs 


Oy. t 26 1 
kindneſs and tender mercies:! To have God's 
approbation on earth, and to hear him gn in that 
day, Well done! O what equals this 9 gy 
| 3 And ſhall the vitthr* now _ 
* Boat the proud laurels en his painted brow ? 
& Religion ! Oh thou Cherub.! heavenly bright, 
„Oh joys unmix'd and fathomleſs delight! 55 

* Thou, thou art all. 


. As to the way in which ibs holinefs is ob- 
tained, I muſt beg leave to make that a diſtinct 
head of diſcourſe, having eren ſo much on 
the points already treated. In the mean time, 
let us carefully conſider what hath heen advanced; 
let us mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt * and 
let us lift up our hearts unto God in earneſt 
prayer for his bleſſing upon it! Thus ſhall we 
become more and more acquainted with its 
excellency and neceſſity. Our deſires after it will 
be maintained and encreaſed, and we ſhall ever 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs. And then 
we ſhall not only be prepared to receive benefit by 
what may hereafter be ſaid, but ſhall be in the 
high way to have our deſires accompliſhed, for 


2 are they who hunger and thirſt after rigliteou / 
neſs, for they all be fled, | 4 g 5 
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May the very God of Peace fandlify yauwholl 5e and. 


I pray God your whole ſpirit. and ſoul. and body 
be preſerved blametsſs unto the coming of our Lord 
Feſus Christ. Fauhful is he that calleti you, who , 


AVING conſidered the nature and extent 
11 of Sanctiſicalion, I proceed now, ſe- 
condly, as was propoled, to ſhew how it may be 


obtained ? _. 


1. 


. Wich regard to this, I muſt obſerve, 1ſt, 
We cannot produce this change in ourſelves by 
any wifdom- or power of our OWN... This will be 
readily allowed by all who. attentively conſider 
what has been already advanced on the nature of 
Sanctification. For it appears by the account 
given above, that previous to our. ſanthification, 
while in our natural ſtate, we axe devoid of all 
wiſdom and power to do any manner of thing 
that is good. And this is confirmed by our Lord, 
who faith, Witliout me ye can do nothing. Now ut 
we can do nothing without him, how. can we do 
this, ſo great, ſo wonderful a work ? Can the 
blind reſtore himſelf to fight? Can the dead raiſe 
himſelf up? Can the dead in fin quicken his ewn 


foul ? Alas! he does not even know that he is 


dead, but ſleeps on ſtill and takes his reſt; and if 
le did know, he has no ability to perform 
what is, ſo, ſupernatural. What then muſt he. 


done in this caſe? Where ſhall, we find. relief? 


St. Paul tells us, Our /uffictency is of God ; and 
> 2 5 


again, 
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good pleaſure. Hence it it is, that, in the words of. 


us, by communicating to us his holy Spirit in his 
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again, Cod" wor keth 7 in us to will and W646 .) 


our text, he directs his prayer unto God for this 
blefling, Ady the dry Cod of peace, alſos & o Orcs 
227 ook : ere. rather be rendered, May the 
God of peace him antrfy you; It is his eculiar 
work: 600 YL, ans hv light. to Prone out of. 
darkneſs, can ſhire into cur hearts ; only he who 
created the world, and brought order out of con- 
fuſion, can new. create our fouls. We muſt ac. 
knowledge hs workmanſhi 170 if we are created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. - 
2. I obſerve, 2dly, God 5 this change in 


various graces. As a- Spirit of Wiſdom and Neve. 


lation, he difpels the darkneſs of our minds, and 


makes us {1947 in the Lord. As a Spirit ef Heli- 
neſs, he ſubdves our Hills; and raiſes our Afec- 
tion to God and Heaven. As a Comſorler, he 
removes our guilty fears, ſcatters our doubts, and 


 tprinkles- our conſciences from dead works, that- 


we may ſerve the /toing God. He compoſes the 
tumult of our breaſts, gives us peace and joy lr 

believing, and fills us with ſtrong conſolation.. He 
is the earncft of our ſuture inheritance in our hearts, 
and it is by him we are /ealed lo the day of redem- X 
tinn. Hence it is that we are ſaid to abound in hope 
by the pewer of the Holy Ghoſt 5 and love, meekne/s, 
1 long-ſuffermg, and every 25 oly affettion' 

and temper is in Scripture aſcribed to the Spirit 
of God. Yea, Sanctification itfelf, with all that 
it includes, is there ſaid to be the work of the 


Spirit, (Sec 2 Theſſ. ii. 13.) 


. And as God bans this ook by giving us 
his Spirit, jo he nb it by caufing his Spirit 
to continue with us. For as the &inning, fo the 
continuance of Sandtification depends neceffarily 
; ne? For as the branch eannot bear 


Ln, it . in the vine, aud the ſap 


of: 


1 29 ] 


of the vine abide in it; no more can we, except we 


not in ham, he 2s caſt forth as: a branch, and ts: 
withered, Hence Chriſt exhorts us; ine in me, 
and 1 in you 5 and, for our encouragem ent, adds, 


ah forth much fruit, and every branch in me that 
beareth fruit, my Father purgeth it, that il may bring 
forth more fruit. The ſum of the matter is this: 


happineſs, ariſe from the preſence of the Spirit in 
us. While He continues to enlighten, ſanctify, 
and comfort us, ſo long we know, obey, and are 


will to do) all our good vaniſhes, and we are left 
the ſame ignorant, unkoly, 9 Table creatures we 
were befare. 


he vanced, that our Sandctification can only be in- 
and creaſed by an creaſe of the Spirit's influences. 
hat- For if the beginning and continuance of our Sancti- 
the” WW fication depend ſo entirely on thei beginning and 


270 continuance of the operations of the Spirit, fo; 
He muſt an increaſe of it, on an increaſe of thoſe 
Is, operations. The more deep, conſtant, and uni- 
mp- vr/al thoſe influences are, the more deep, con- 


e WM fant, and. unzwerſal mult . our Sanfiikcation be. 
es, So that, in order to our full, perfed, anh entire 
my Sandiification, we muſt be. filled” with\, the ' Spirit, 

irit muſt receive all thoſe meaſures of him durchaſolk 
hat” tor us, and pramiſed o us; muſt be filled mi all 


the” the fulneſs God. m1, Mocll in God, and God in 


us, Thus, hal all the good faleafine. H his will! be 
hens e in us, and the work! , faui with fower 5 
"bo we ſhall be made perfett and cntwe, luc ting abi 
he | ſhall [tang —_ iN the. wrote: T 00 Of 5 5 being, 
To as le that hath calied u. 55 N 
> i 515 Soidw 1 245 E el 


He that abideth in me, and I in hum, the ſame bring- 

All our wiſdom in ſpiritual: «things, holineſs, and- 

happy 1155 But if He forſake us (which i It 18 not His 
to d 


4. It plainly follows. from rei vn ad- 


alide in Chit, and the Spirit of Chriſt: attide ; in 
us. Tf any man (do not obſerve this and) abide 


* 


[$0 7 . 

5. It appears therefore, if ever we are ſanctified, 
we muſt be indebted to God for our ſanctifica- 
tion, muſt acknowledge Him the Author of it: 
Now none of us can doubt his power in this mat- 
ter. He is able, we know, to do for us exceeding 
abundantly, abore all we can aſh or think, acco ding 
to the power that worketh in us. But is he willing? 
Tord, if thou wilt, thou canſi make me clean. And 
ſurely we have no more reaſon to doubt his z:/- 
{ingne/s than his power ;' for he is à Cod , Peace, 
as the Apoſtle informs us in our text. Had it 
been otherwiſe we could heve had little. hope of- 
being forgiven, and much leſs of being renewed ;. 
ave could have expected nothing but utter deſtrue- 
tion, having been rebels againſt his government, 
and traitors to the King of hings, and Lord of 
lord. But here is our comfort, He is a God of 
Feace. He has made peace for us by the blood of the. 
croſs, He is in Chriſt reconciling the world to him- 
felf, not imputing ther treſpaſfes to them, and Peace be 
unto you, is the language of his love. He ſent his 
angels to bring tidings of peace upon earth, and 
has appointed his miniſters to proclaim peace 
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throughout all lands. | 
6. And now ſay whether it is reaſonable to call 
his willingneſs in queſtion ? 1f Le hath not with- 
held from, us his only begotten Son, but freely deliver- 
ed him up for us all, to ſufferings, to death, even 
the moſt ignominious and accurſed death of the 
. croſs, how: ſhatl he not with him freely give us all 
lings? Eſpecially the bleflings he purpoſely died 
to procure ? Did Chriſt /affer ' without the camp 
that he might ſanctißy the people by his blood, and 
will he deny them the fanctifcation he thus 
purchaſed? Surely he will not. / while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled unto God by the 
death of. his Son, much more, being reconciled, ue 
hall be ſaved by his life. Oh! what conſolation is 
kere! That love which gave us Chriſt, can deny 
; . 5 
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give his holy ſpirit to thoſe that a 


F 

us nothin: d. We are hs off5p1mg, his chil- 
dien, ar Father: And Wil on heavenly. 
Eather refuſe us what he knows to be necefſary- 
for us? I appeal to yourſeives. 7 a fon aſt- 
read of any of you who 15 a father, will he for bread 
give m @ ſtone? Or if he aſt a fiſh, will he give 
him a ſerpent? Now, , ye being evil, angry, 
peeviſh, . unkind, if ye know how to: give good gifts. 
unto your children, how much more witt your heaven- 
ly Father, who is pure, boundleſs, ,univerfal love, 

him? Sing we⸗ 


4 


then, | „ 
& Away my- unbelieving fear, TR 5 
Fear ſhall in me no more take place: 
My Saviour doth not yet appear, 
He hides the brightneſs of his face. 
% But ſhall I therefore let him go, | 
„And baſely to the Tempret yield? 
No, in the ſtrength of Jeſus, no, 
6 I never will give up my ſhield.” 

7. For conſider further, he hath invited us to 
come to him for this bleſſing : Faruhful is he that 
hath called you, ver. 24. God hath, in-a variety- 
of ways, by his providence; his word, his mi- 
niſters, his ſpirit) called ws to come to him for” 
ſanctification- And will he: mock his helpleſs- 


creatures? Will he deceive our confidence; and 


diſappoint our expectations? Will he bid us come 
to him for ſanctification, and when we are come, 
turn his back upon us ! and refuſe us the bleſſing? 
Far be the thought from us! Surely this would+ 
be a degree of cruelty rarely to be met with 
among men, abandoned as they are; and to 
aferibe this to God, would be highly derogatory 
to his glory, and little leſs than blaſphemy.. It 


would be to impeach his divine love, his darlin 


attribute, and to make him altogether ſucl»as, if 
not worſe than ourſelves; * © © © ++ : 
8; But that unbelief as to this point may be 
baniſhed from among us; that it may never more 
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r 
make its appearance, I muſt add, we have.not- 
only the divine ,p, and farmer, and love, all 
engaged to ſanttify us, but his fauhfulneſs alſo. 
Fail ful is he that hath called you. This iniimates 
that God hath promiſed it, and this he certainly 
hath done in many places, and in various forms of 
expreſſion. By Moſes he ſays, [- will, circumciſe 
thy heart, and the heart of. thy ſced, and thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God uith all thy heart, and. ſoul, 

aud firength. By Jeremiah he ſays, I will put my 
laws into their minds; and write them on their hearts 
a promiſe the Apoſtle thought ſo precious, that he 
quotes it twice as a principal and diſtinguiſhing * 
bleſſing of the New Covenant. By Ezekiel God 
promiſes, I w2!!* /prtnkle- clean water upon you, and 
you ſhall be clean; from all your filthineſs and idols 
will I cleanſe you. A new heart will I give unto you, 
and a right ſpirit will T-renew within you. Chriſt” 
himſelf aſſures us, They that hunger and thirſt after 
reghteouſne/s ſhall be filled, and that his followers ' 
ſhall be perfect, as their Father in heaven is perfect. 
And (to mention no moxe) St. Peter conſiders 
God's promiſes in general as made with a view to 
this one end, when he ſays, nere are given to us 
exceeding great and precious promijes, that by theſe. 
(by the accompliſhment of theſe) we might be made 
partakers of the divine nature, even that image of 
God, in which we were originally created, light, 
holineſs, and happineſs, or, in one word, Sandli- 

fication... + CCC 

9. Plain it is then that this ſanctification is 
promiſed, and that repeatedly, and in the moſt 

expreſs terms. Now, obſerve who. it is that hath”. 
made theſe promiſes; not a weak and helpleſe, 

falſe and perfidious, fickle and inconſtant worm 
of the earth, whoſe malice and wickednefs might 
prompt him to deceive us, if he were ever ſo able; f 
or whoſe power might -be: inſufficient; if he were 
ever ſo willing, to tulfil his promiſes, But it is | 


God, 


2 f 


* 


2 
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God, our Maler, Preferoer, and Rew:emer, - the 
Great I AM, the Everlaſting and Unchangeable 
Jehovah,” whbſe wiſdom and power, holineſs and: 
juſtice, truth and love, are equally, infinite; who 


is poſſeſſed of alhpoſſiblè perfclions, and all whoſe 


perfections ablige him (ſo to ſpeak) to fulfil his- 
promiſes. That (ove; immenſe and unſearchable, 
which firſt induced him to | promiſe, mult as 
ſtrongly ineline him to perform; and this, conſi- 
deripg bis unerring wi/dom and almighty. poroer, 
he cannot want abz/zty. to do. Nay, this he will 
and mu; do, . beeauſe\ he is hoh juſt, and true; - 


becauſe it cannot be, that the Strength e, Hrael 


ould liæ or deceive. So that it Is, in fact, im- 
poffible God fhould neglect to fulfil his promiſes, 
for the fulfihnent whereof-/all* his attributes ſtand- 
engaged; yea, as impoſſble as it is for him to be 
diveſfed of thoſe: attributes, or ceaſe to exiſt. And 
this we know is of all impoſſibilities the greateſt. 
Well then might the Apoſtle affirm the promiſes of, 
God in Chrifl Jeſus to be Tea and Amen. The pit, 
lars of- heaven may give way, the laws of nature; 
be reverſed, but- no premiſe of God ſhall ever fail 
of its accompliſhment, _ 1 
% Sould nature fail, and darkneſs hide the ſtars, - 
And cover with a ſable veil the ſun , 
„ Unchang'd and fixt the truth of God remains, 
Nor knows the leaſt decay. Here will I reſt 
„With full aſſurance and-unſhaken faith.“ 
Conclude we then with St. Paul in our text. — 
Faulhkful ts he that hath called you, who alſo vill do 2d. 

10. But for whom will he do it? For it is 
manifeſt theſe promiſes are not made without 
ſome reſtriction, in that they are not fulfilled in- 
all men univerſally. IL anſwer, not for unbeltev- 
ng, prayerleſs, careleſs ſouls; not for thoſe who: 
deſpiſe or neglect theſe promiſes, who prefer to 
them, great and precious as they are, the toys and 
triles of earth, the · vain amuſements and gratifica- 

„ tions 


a 


* 
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| Horis of ſenſe.” Let not theſe feed themſelves wiilf⸗ 1 
* deluſive hopes of holineſs on earth, or happinefs 
1 in heaven. Let them not imagine that God Will 


confer ſo great a treaſure upon thoſe who ſo light- 

ly eſteem it, or that he will force this ſanctifica- 

tion upon any one againſt lis Will. Nor let. auy 
ſuppoſe that their on defire is to have no part in 

| - this Work, or that they are not to. he! workers to. 
gether with God. But let them romember, that 
| as God worketh in them to will und to do, of his 
ECC 
f and do work out ther own ſalvation with fear and 
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11. T0 explain this point a little. There is 
by nature nb merit and no /trenpth in us. We 


can do nothing but ſin till his grace prevent and 
arccompany us, and of conſequence, can do no- 
| thing to de/erve his grace: nay, can do nothing. 


3 but what deſerves his'wrath, and curſe, and eter- 

| nal puniſhment, But this notwithſtanding, with< 

| out any regard to our Merit, or rather . contrary 

- to our cemerit, his grace does in fact prevent and 
accompany us all. Yes, that grace which is 

aving hath appeared unto all men, and the true light 

enhghteneth: every man that cometh into the wold. It 

| quickens the dead ſoul, enlightens the dark mind, 


=p = a nf ov a= no}; wmkk.D=zy inns 


_ awakens the ſlupid conſcience, excites in us good 
deſires, and in various ways helps our infirmities. 

8 It is every way r op us, and through it 

* ſtrengthemng us, we can do al things. Now, upon' 

| our receiving or rejefting, uſing or abuſing this 


grace, our falvation turns. If we ſtop our ears 
; to its calls, and ſhut our eyes againſt its light; if 
we ſtupefy our conſcience with the opiates of plea- 

fare, and ſilence its clamours in the hurry of buſi- 
nleſs and the diſtraction of care; or, to ſpeak in 
Scripure language, if we grieve; quench, and do 
deſprte to the ſpirit of God, our fanflification is 
prevented, and our ſalvation precluded. —But, 46 
; f . the 


N re 
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the contrary, if e come to the light that our dees 
anay be repr ved < if we incline our enr and hear that 
our ſoul may live ; if we confider our ways and en- 
cou inſtead of ſtifling conviclions; if we 
heli the mations, follow the drawings, and 


obey the. dictates of the ſpirit 9 f truth and love, 


our ſanRtigcation- 1 is promoted, at our: eternal ſal. 
vation ſecured, Thus only can we reconcile thoſe 
two grand, and ſundamental truths, weitten inevery 
page (almoſt) of the Bible, that all our ſalvation 1s 
of God, and yet all our damnation 7 E 
that we muſt acknowledge him the Author of 
our ſanQiftcation from firſt to laſt, and yet blame 
ourſelves if we are not ſanétiſied. Knns only can 
we ſee the reaſon of thoſe exhortations, promiſes, 
and chreatenings contained in Scripture, which 
can only affect intelligent heings, poſſeſſed of li- 


berty of choice and aclion. And thus only in 


fine, can we underſtand the ſuitableneſs and ne- 
ceſſity of, thoſe means we are enjoined to uſe in 
order to our ſantiification here, and our ſalvation 


hereaſter. 


12. For be it obſerved, God hath appointed | 
certain means with a view to our ſandctification, 
and hath only promiſed to ſanctify thoſe who are 
found in the ule of them. Such eſpecially are 


faith, and, in-order thereto, hearing the word, 
prayer, and  watchfulne/s. The neceſlity of faith, 


in this view, is very apparent, particularly as it has 


for its object the promiſes of ſanctification and the 
Lord HE in whom theſe promiſes are Yea and 
Amen. By. azth, according to the Apoſtle, the An- 


cient Worthies obtained promiſes, Heb. xi. gg. and 
we muſt, doubtleſs, obtain them in the ſame way, 


We, like them, /ceing the promiſes, tho' apparent 
ly afar off, muſt be perſuaded of them and einbracę 
Hem. We muſt believe, aſſuredly, that the Lord 
bach promiled this, holineſs; an muſt rely firmly 
upon hin for the accompliſhment of his "_ 
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8 And 1 in as wihets.: as it will only be Leceh dhe f. in 


und througly Chriſt, who hath procured by his 
Heath; and” received in conſequence of his aſcen- 
Jion into heaven, this.and every other bleſſing for 
us, our exe muſt he unte him, and our expetta- 
(ion from him. Perſuaded chat in hm all 2 
«dwells, and that he hath invite us to come and 
reccide out of Ins fulneſs grace upon grace, we muſt, 
by faith, 78s fume Fins won him for grace 


to help i in time of need, and for the fulneſs of that | 


- Ipirit which 1s the one fource of our ſanctifica- 
tion; and which, according to St. Paul (Gal. iii. 
9,5. ) we receive not by the works of the law, but 
by /aith. Thus will Chrift dwell in our hearts by 
faith, and we ſhall be an habitation of God through 
the Spirit, The Spirit of truth, ' holineſs, and 


comfort will take up his abode in us, and en- 


lighten, fenQify, and fave us. Our underſland- 
:tng, once darkneſs, ſhall become {ht in the Lord; 
our 214, naturally ſtubborn and refractory, {hall 
be ſubjetted to the holy will of God; our conſci- 
.ence {hall be ſprinkled from evil by * blood of 
-Chriſt ; and afl our appetries and paſſions be brought 
under the influence of love divine. Thus, as the 
Lord Jeſus promiſed on the great day of the feaſt: 
Believing in lam, out of our — (as it vere) ſhall 
flow rivers of living water and, as he teſtified to 


his Apoſtle from heaven, we ſhall obtain an inlie- 


ritance among thoſe that are ſunctiſted by faith in him: 


23; Now this faith, which thus [ouriBetts the 
heart; cometh by hearing; that is, the word of God, 
whether read or heard, is' the ſeed! of it. Hence 


ave are ſaid to he begotten by the word of truth; and 


to be born of incorruptible ſeed by the word of God: 


The truth is ſaid to make us free, and the /andifi- 
cation of the ſpirit is eloſely connected with the be- 
tief of the truth. - But then as the ſeed, when ly- 
ing uncovered upon the ſurface of the earth, will 


Kot, ſpring up nor bear fruit; ſo the word of m"m_ 
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al merely read and heard, if not received into the 
heart, and covered up (as it were)“ by frequent 
and deep :confideration, will never produce true 
Holineſs, or that faith whereby holineſs is obtain- 
ed. We muſt therefore mark, learn, and dine 

the word; muſt think upon it, and ponder ät in 
our hearts; mnft examine ourſelves by* it, and 

reduce it to practice. And thus only ſhall wa 
urify our ſolis, by obeying the-truth, unto that um 


fagned love of God and the brethren in which our 


ſanctification chiefly confiſts.— This is not all: 
As the ſeed ſown in the earth will yield but a 
poor produce if not watered with the dew and rain 
of heaven, fo the word of God, if not attended 
with the influence of the holy Spirit, will meither 
bring forth faith nor holineſs. Now this muſt be 
Jought in prayer, which is the ed means I have 
mentioned as neceflary to be uſed in order to our. 


Aanttification. 


14. Aft, ſays the Lord Jeſus, and it ſhall be 


; given you ; Jeek, and ye fhall find ; knock, and  ſhail 


be opened. Thus advice is applicable to every blel- 


ling we expect to receive at the hands of God: 


We mult %, if we would receive them. It is 
particularly applicable to /andification. For in that 
remarkable paſſage in the propheſy of Ezekiel, 
where this bleſſing is ſo largely and expreſsly pro- 
miſed, the LofSth poſitively ſaid, that for his. 
Hing lie will be enqiired of, that he may do it for us. 
So that it plainly appears, all who would enjoy, 
the ſanclification above deſcribed, muſt wait for! 
it i the way of prayer And of all who do nos 
polleſs it, we may afhtm, They have not, ' becauſe. 
they aſk not, or, "They aſk and receive not, becauſe! 
they aſk amiſs. They aſk from wrong motives, 
of in a wrong manner. They are prompted, : 
perhaps, merely by pride and ſeli-love, and have 
no view to the glory of God; or they do not aſk. 


carugſliy, perſeveringly," and in faith. The Apoſtle 
by . 


hath: 


Fe 


— 


E 

kath directed us to continue inſlant in prayer 5 but, 
alas! how few do ſo, reſolved to take no denial 
in a matter where we have. God's expreſs pro- 
miſe? Inſtead of this, not being deeply con- 


vinced of the excellency and neceflity of this ſanc- 


tification, or not firmly believing that God will 
beltow it, the generality, even of ferious people, 
grow weary and faint in their minds, and deſiſt 


from the tireſome exerciſe, before they have ob. 


tained the bleſſing. _ | 

15. Be it obſerved, therefore, if we would aſk 
ſucceſsfully, we muſt aſk perſeveringly ; and if we 
would aſk perſeveringly, we muſt aſk zn ah. 
Accordingly St. James ſays, (chap. i. ver. 5.) If 
any man lack wiſdom (or any other bleſſing, ſup- 
th ol mn. grace) let him aſk of God, who giv- 
th . 

{U be given him. But let im 4ſt in faith, no- 
thing wavering (undev Jraxpoperes, not diſputing 


the divine veracity, or doubting the accompliſh- 


ment of his promiſe) for he that wavereth ts lthe a 
wave of the ſea, driven with the wind and tofled. 
For let not that man think he fhall receive any thing at 
the hands of the Lord. All God's attributes ſtand 
engaged to fulfil his promiſes ; and, therefore, af- 
ter this to doubt their fulfilment, is to put the 


greateſt affront upon God]; it is to doubt his be- 
ing ſo holy, juſt, and true; ſo wife, powerful, 


and gracious as he declares himſelf to be, We 
need not wonder, therefore, at the Apoſtle's in- 


fiſting ſo much on faith as neceſſary to that prayer 


which will be attended with an anſwer of peace. 
For hereby we give God the glory of his divine 
perfections, and ſet to our ſeals that he is true; 


whercas to pray in unbelie is to give the lie to 
the God of Truth, and rob him of his honour. 


Hence the Lord Jeſus exhorts his diſciples (won- 
_— how ſoon the fig-tree he. curſed was Wis 
thered away) Haue faith in God; for verily 1 /o 


unto 


all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
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unlo you, that whoſoever ſhall fay to this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou caſt into the midſt of 
the ſea, and ſhall not doubt in his heart, but ſhall be- 


c- lieve that thoſe things which he ſaith ſhall come to 
ill paſs he ſhall have whatſoever he ſarth. ' Therfore 
e, 1 fay unto you (precious words, worthy of our 
ft WW deepeſt attention i) what things ſocver 2 aſk ruten 

em, and ye 


Dd. ye pray, believe that ye ſhall receive 1 
ſhall have them, Mark xi. 22—23. 
k 16. Only let it not be forgotten, that the 
e yer which (as it were) opens heaven, and 
. . down thoſe refreſhing influences of grace 
a upon us, whereby the wilderneſs becomes a pool, and 
- the dry land ſprings of water, is always ſuppoſed 
- in Scripture to be attended with walchfulneſs: 
f Watch ye and pray always, ſays the Lord Jeſus. 
- Praying always with all prayer and ſupplication in 
E; the ſpirit, ſays St. Paul, and watching thereunts 
with perſeverances Continue in prayer (lays he 
again) and watch in the ſame with thankſgiving. 
ow this watchfulne/s implies, that “ we keep 
all the powers of our ſouls awake to a ſenſe of the 
danger we are in from our ſpiritual enemies, and 
that we ſtand on our guard againſt their attacks.“ 
Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation, 
lays our Lord. Be /ober, be vigilant, adds St. 
Peter, (or rather, Male yoryoproale, awake andFbe 
watchful) for your adverſary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom he may devour. 
It we would be ſanctified by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit (the only way we can be fanflified) 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould flee from 
all ſin as what oppoſes him in his work, grieves. 
his love, and makes him withdraw from us. Now 
this we cannot do unleſs we ſhun temptation, 
or are prepared to meet it, and withſtand 2n 
the evil day. In order to which we mult be 
awake and active, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of our danger, and ready to oppoſe the enemy in 
5 2 his 


r 2 


E I 


bis flirſt approaches. I might add tbo, that te. 


watch againſt ſin, and therefore againſt tempta- 
tion, is neceſſary in order to our receiving the 


anſwer of our prayers; for Coil heareth not ſin ners, 
continuing in ſin, as the blind man, whoſe eyes 


Chriſt had opened, teſtified, and his teſtimony 1s 
confirmed by the Pſalmiſt, where he ſays, / I re- 
gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not fear me. 


17. Theſe ineans of Santtiftication, Tach, the 


Word. of God, Prayer, and N alchfulneſs, 1 parti- 
cularly inſiſt upon, becaule they are directly and 


_ emmediately ſubſervient to that end, and indeed ne- 
ve ſſary thereunto. But Ido not intend hereby to 


Aiſparage or ſect aſide other means of grace, Which 
dre more remotely uſeful, as being. helps to thoſe 
abovementioned, ſuch as CHriſtian Conte ſulion, 


Faſting, and the Lord's Supper, All theſe every 


\Chriſhan ſhould be careful to uſe at all opportu- 
ities, and if he do not reſt in them, but look 


ahro' them to God, lig labour ſhall- not be in vayn; 


un the Lord. js 

To conclude this head. How pertinent in this 
view is the advice given by the ApefHe in the 
verſes preceding our text. Let us no, ſleeh as do 
others, but let us watch and be ſober, putting on the 
Aregſt-hlale of faith and love, and for an .. ihe 


dope of ſalation, ver. 6—=g. He exhorts further, 


ver. 17, Pray without ceaſing for ſanctification, 
and if ye would not pray in vain, genc/ not the 


ſpirit, by committing any known fin, by omitting 


any known duty, or indulging any wrong tem- 
per; yea, ab/lain from every appearance of evil, and 


froung all things, hold faſt that which is good ; con- 


Rantly and reſolutely: avoid whatever appears to 


your awakened conſcience to be diſpleahng to 
God, and as conſtantly and reſolutely purſue 


whatever appears agreeable to his will, Now, on 
a ſuppoſition that the Theſſalonians complied: 


with his advice, he with confidence prays for 


them 


Ti 
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them in the words of our text; and declares, | faith» 
ful is he that calleth you, who alſo till do it. 


I come now in the third place to apply what 
hath been advanced upon the before-mentioned 


heads. | | 
1. And, firſt, permit me to remind you of the 


neceſſity of this Sanctification, and enquire whe- 


ther you experience it in any degree? Permit me 
to alk, in reference to what has been advanced, Is 


your ind enhghtened to ſee the evil of fin, and 


your conſcience awakened to pain you for it? Has. 
God ſealed upon your heart the pardon of it, and 
wrought in your foul an haired to it? Has he 
given you power over it, and are you groaning 
for its entire deſtruction ? Has the all-fufhcient 
God ſo diſcovered himfelf to yon, as to attract 
our defires and win your heart? Have you 
choſen the Lord for your portion, and do you 
ſubmit your will to him? Can you bear with 
reſignation what he lays upon-you, and do with 
chearfulnefs what he requires of you ? Is he the 
centre of your deſires, the foundation of your 


hopes, and the ſource of. your comforts ?' Do you 


long for him, and * yourſelf in him? Are 
your appeliles under due reſtraint, and is your 
body but as an handmaid to the foul ? Being made 


free from fin, are you become a ſervant to God ; and 


have you your fruit unto holmefs, that the end may 
be eternal lifes? If not, 1 dere not aſſure you, 
you are in a ftate of ſalvation, or that you poſlefs 
even that meaſure of ſanaifteation, which is con 
ſequent upon faith in Chrift. | 
2. But is it not highly needful you ſhould pot- 
feſs it? Yea, and that in as great a degree as is 
intended in our text? Can you be happy on 
earth, happy in heaven without it? Oh, fettls 
it in your heart that you cannot. By the unal- 
terable decree of God Holineſs and happrae/s go 
— * — Dg - hand 
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hand in hand, and the latter can only be where 
the former hath prepared its way. Abſolutely 


needful it is you ſhould be ſarfificd, if you would 
enjoy comfort in „/e. For oh! conſider, what 
comfort can there be while a guilty conſcience re— 


proaches you for paſt crimes, and diflurbs you 


with fears of future nuſery ? While your well is 
rebellious, and you fret and repine at As diſpen- 
ſations, who, notwithſtanding, will do all his 
pleaſure ? While you are the ſport of tumultuous 
paſſons, which hurry you hither and thither with- 
out control? While you are racked with doubt, 


diſmayed wich fear, and opprefled with a load of 


care? What comfort, while you are the ſlave of 
vile luſts and inſatiable deſires? While you ferve 
ſin, and are under the dominion of that ſpirit 
which worketh in the children of diſobedience ? 
While this is the caſe, I aſk thee, What haſt thou 


to do with peace, with happineſs ? Oh, nothing! 


If thou thinkeſt otherwiſe, it is becauſe the Ged 
ef this world hath blinded thy mind, and thou art 


Full dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 


3. But ſuppoſing in this diſeaſed Rate of ſoul, 


in which, from the crown of the head to the ſole of 


the foot, there is no ſoundne/s, but wounds and bruiſes, 


and putrifying ſores ; and they have not been cloſed, 


they have not been bound up, nor mollified with ount- 


ment ;—{uppoſing amidſt all this diſorder and con- 


fuſion, where paſſion and appetite, in league with 


the Prince of Darkneſs, are at war with rea/or 


and conſcience, their lawful ſovereigns, engaged in 
a wicked attempt to dethrone them both, and 
aſſume the reins of government to themſetves ;— 
ſuppoſing in this tumultuous anarchy and diſcord, 
where all is “ chaos and wild uproar,” you could 
enjoy calm peace and undiſturbed tranquillity, 


which is impoſſible ;—ſuppoling care and buſi- 


nels, honour and preferment, wealth and plea- 
ſure, could ſo occupy and amuſe you, that = 
| F mould 
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ſhould forget your preſent n. iſery, and he unac- 


| quainted with diſtreſs, which you know nenher 18 


nor can be the caſe : yet rewember the end of 
theſe things is at hand, Duff thou art, and unto duft 
thou muſt return, It is appoinicd cven for thre to 
die. And what is thy je but a vapour, which 
may afloid thee a dim atk uncertain light jor the 
preſent, but will very loon vaniſh and leave thee 
10 eternal darkneſs. 

4. Oh remember / <4 3 of darkneſs, for they 
are many, and who, or what will entertain or. 
amuſe thee there? Alas! thou wilt there have 
time and leiſure ſuſhcient to reflect upon the hay- 
pincls thou haſt loſt, and the miſery thou haſt in- 
curred, without any interruption, any alleviation 
to thy woe from either buſineſs, amuſement, or 
pleaſure ! There thou wilt find no healing a 
cines to reſtore thy diſordered mind, no lenient: 
hand to aſſwage thy grief, no intoxicating liquors 


to drown: thy diſtreſs, no ſtupeſying potions to lay 


thy keen ſenſations aſleep, or blunt the ſharpeſt 
edge of pain. There thou wilt meet with no de- 
fence againſt thoſe ravenous beaſts of prey which 
walk in darkneſs, no place of refuge where thou 
mayeſt flee for protebtion againſt theſe diabolical 
ſuries, which. even now too often rend, tear, and 


(as it were) mangle thy foul, but: will then be let 


looſe to torment thee. Thy anger, malice, and 


envy ; thy pride, ſeif-will, and diſcontent: thy 


cares and deſires, fears and ſorrows, irregular and 


inordinate, even now give thee fo much diſturb- 


ance, notwithſtanding the hurry of bufinefs, diſſi- 


pation of company, and gratifications of ſenſe, 
that life is an intolerable burden: But then, all 
avocations being removed, they will be at liberty 
to do their utmoſt, yea, they will be aſſiſted by 
all the powers of hell, and armed with the almighty 


Wrath of God, to render thee an eternal tpeciacle 
of wietchednels and diſgrace. 


5. Ob! 


E - 

3. Oh! conſider thou poor, blinded, and un- 
holy mortal, what fruit thou wilt then reap of thy 
darkened mind, rebellious will, guilty conſcience, 
diſorderly affettions, inſatiable appetites, and 
deformed loathſome members! Ah! think what 
harveſt they are likely to produce! Be not deceived, 
whatſorver a man foweth, that ' ſhall he alſo reap. 


They that ſow to the fleſh, ſhall of th: fleſh reap 


corruption. The end of theſe things ts death, eter- 


nal death ; for as the Lord liveth, wahout holineſs 


#hou canſt not fee his face. If found deſtitute of. 


this at a dying hour, (an hour which may arrive, 
alas! how ſoon!) thou ſhalt be ſhut out of the 
holy city, where nothing unclean can enter, 
excluded the preſence and dented the bliſsful 
viſion of God. Banithed from the ſociety of the 
bleſſed, and deprived of the pure and rapturous 
delights of Paradiſe, thou ſhalt be left a prey to 
thy own deviliſh nature, and eonſtrained to take 
up thine abode in the dreary dwellings of lamen- 
tation and woe, where every foul ſpirit, unhappy 
and malicious, hath fixt its habitation! Fhere thou 
ſhalt wait with fearful apprehenſions and teriifving 
dread the impending judgment of the great day, 
which will pour a whole deluge of extreme and 
endleſs miſery upon thy guilty head. 

6. Yes, thou ſhalt ftand at the bar of that 
highly-exalted, tho' often deſpifed Saviour, whoſe 
dying agony and flowing blood, when he ſuffer- 
ed without the camp to fanttify #y ſoul, to expi- 
ate hy fins, melted the very rocks, fetched a figh 
from the fympathizing earth, and cauſed the fun, 
the ſource of joy and gaiety, to put on fackcloth, 
but could not foften thy flinty heart, nor excite 


one ſpark of ſympathy or love from thy frozen and 


tcy breaſt. Thou fhalt ſtand, 1 fay, at hrs bar, 
whoſe amazing and unſearchable love to thee, 
brought him onee from the regions of 27 and 
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glory, into a world of pain and infamy, where he 
erformed and ſuffered more than can be deſcribed 
for thy ſalvation but whoſe juſtice is now incenſed, 
whoſe wrath is now awakened, and whoſe omni- 
10tence is now armed to punifh thee without pity, 


to deſtroy thee beyond remedy! By this once 


compaſhonate and kind Saviour, (compaſſionate 
and kind, alas! in vain) but now inexorable and 
ſevere Judge, thou ſhalt be tried and condemned. 
Thou muff therefore bear thy own curſe, and 
ſuffer the juſt puniſhment of thy own ſins, (ſince 
by his ſtripes thou would'ſt not be healed) together 
with a ſuper-added condemnation for neglecting ſo 
great a ſalvation ! Yes, thou ſhalt. be adjudged to 
to take thy portion zu the lake that burneth with 


fire and brimlone ; and that will not be a place 


of purgation, but of torment; extreme and end- 


leſs torment ! No promiſes of ſanctification there! 
No calls of divine love! No viſitations from his 


gracious Spirit! No help! No hope! But he that 


is unholy ſhall be unholy fill, and ſhall therefore 
be ſtill miſerable. 0 - —: 
7. And now what ſayeſt thou ſinner? For what 
wilt thou negle& this ſanctification, ſo indiſpenſ- 
ably neceſſary to thy preſent and eternal happi- 


neſs? What haſt thou diſcovered of ſo much 


more importance than this, that thou judgeſt it 
better deſerving thy attention and deſire, care, and 
purſuit ? Surely thou wilt not be ſo mad as to 
lell thy title to yon fair inheritance above, with 
all the blifs and glory of it, and plunge thyſelf in. 
to endleſs and irretrievable ruin, for the momen- 
tary and unſatisfying pleaſures of ſenſe? For the 
glittering duſt of this periſhable world ? Or for 
the empty breath of uncertain praiſe? Oh! my 
brother, conſider what wilt thou be profited, if 
thou ſhould'ſt gain even the whole world, amaſs 


together all its wealth, poſſeſs all its honours, and: 
1 enjoy 


„„ 
enjoy all the pleaſures it can afford in the greateſt 
perfection (which alas! poor feeble, dying worm 
thou canſt never do) and, by neglecting this ſanc- 
tification, /ofe thy own 77 9 —Or, What wilt thou 
Tecerve in exchange for thy foul? Or for this ſandti. 
fication, which 1s indiſputably its trueſt riches, 
greateſt honour, and moſt exalted and laſting feli. 
Ty ? Deſtitute of which, it is poor, and wretched, 
and miſerable, and blind, and naked; but polſeſfed 
of which, it is rich, and glorious, and happy be- 
yond conception, and for ever! What recom. 
pence will the devil make thee for neglecting to 
regain this bliſsful and glorious image of God ; 
for continuing contentedly under his power, his 
obedient flave, his faithful ſervant, and hereby re. 
nouncing joy and glory, God and heaven? For 
what price doſt thou fell thy time and talents, thy 
liberty and life, thy body and ſoul to-him ? Alas, 
alas! poor creature, thy gains are but ſmall! 
Gazns / did I fay? Thy 40%, thou unhappy ſoul, 
is irrecoverable, and ſuch as millions of ages can- 
not remedy, and ten thouſand richer worlds than 
this cannot repay ! For thou muſt be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord 
end the glory of his pou er; thou muſt depart accurſed 
into mala ng fire, prepared for the devil and his 

_—_ f | 
8. Awake then thou that ſleepeſt! Know thy- 
ſelf thou fallen ſpirit, thou unholy ſoul! Know 
that thou haſt loft the image of God, and art 
ſunk into the image of ſatan ! Know that God 
hath ſent thee into this tabernacle, that thou 
mighteſt put off the old man, and put on the new ; 
mighteſt recover his image, even 7:ghteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. If thou complieſt with his deſign, 
he will take thee to dwell with himfelf in immor— 
tal bliſs and glory; if not, he will conſign thee 
cover to everlaſting pain and infamy. To help 
thee herein, he hath ſent his only begotten Son 
| int 
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into our wretched world, to inſtruct thee by his 
„ dottrine and example, and to expiate thy fins by 
eſt ſuffering a ſhameful and painful death. With a 
m view to the ſame end, his providence attends and 
C- = watches over thee day by day, putting thee in the 
l. moſt favourable circumſtances for thy reſtoration ; 
and his ſpirit of grace viſits thy ſoul, enlightening 
K. thy darkneſs, and helping thy infirmities. And 
d all this God hath been doing for thee from thy 
1 youth up. And now the day of life is far ſpent, 
the night of death is at hand, and at ſuch an hour 
as thou thinkeſt not, the meſſenger will be com- 
- miſſioned to fetch thee away, that thou mayeſt give : 
0 anaccount of the uſe thou haſt made of the time and | 
I talents allotted chee, in order to thy ſanctification. 
5 And if not ſanctified, a miſerable account thou wilt 
- give! How certain is thy death! How uncertain the 
ume when! Perhaps even this night thy ſoul will 
be demanded! and doſt thou trifle ſtill ? 


f 9. Penetrated with a ſenſe of theſe truths, let 
; me exhort thee, Up, and he doing. Convinced of 
is great excellency, its abſolute and immediate 


neceſſity, let thy whole heart long for Sandtifica- 
tion! Let all that is within thee pant and gaſp 
after this refreſhing grace ! Let thy famiſhed and 
ſtarving ſoul inſatiably hunger and thirſt for this 
righteouſneſs, this bread and water of life! Let 
thy deſires after it be fervent, couſtant, and in- 
creaſing ; and be not ſatisfied till thou awake u 
after his likeneſs — Remembering that this holi- 
neſs is the gift of God, that he alone can work it 
in thee, let thy deſire be to him, and thy ex- 
pectation from him. Lift up thine eyes to the hills, 
from whence thy help cometh ; thy help cometh from the 
Lord, whe made heaven and carth. Only he can 
create thy ſoul anew; and he 1s both able and 
willing to do it. Nay he hath infallibly promiſed 
this bleſſing to all who aſk it. By Ma ON ſup- 
flication, therefore, make thy requeſts known u Cod. 


And 


. 
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Ani be in caracit ; do not trifle: with God. Ir 
JanEitification be indeed ſo valuable and neceſſary, 
and if God, faithful to his word, have indeed pro- 
led it; then let thy prayers for it be /ervent and 
ferfevering ; aff, fel, knock. Repeat and- urge 
| thy 1equelt again and again: Be importunate 1a 
prayer, take no denial, ſay, 5 


I will not let thee go without thy bleſſing; 
+ By thy great name I erer my proteſt, 
Never to leave thee, till I fee thy word 


Accompliſh'd to my vows: Till:thou with full 


And cloudleſs demonſtration, to my ſoul 
Confirm thy promis'd grace,” 
And believe thou ſhalt have the pelitions that thou 
afſteſt ; and be aſſured thou fhalt have them. 
10. In the mean time, conſider to whom thou 


art indebted for this ſanttification, who it is that 


bath purchaſed it for thee, Conſider him who 
gave Han ci for thee, that he my hl redeem thee from 
all rniguity, and purefy thee from all pollution of {jk 
and ſhirit. Remember he is made of God unts 
thee Sandtfication. It the Father ſanctify thee, 

ät is for his Son's ſake, and in conformity to his 

Son's image; yea, and it is only by faith in his 

Son that thou, canſt obtain the bleſling. Con- 

winced of this, and of thy entire ſinfulueſs, deep 

guilt, and utter helpleſſneſs, come to the Father 

for this grace, thro' the Son, confiding only in 

xi for audience and ſucceſs. Make what he 

12ath done and ſuffered thy only plea; renounce 

all confidence in thy own wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 

and ſtrength ; truſt in him alone; and be ſatisfied 

he ts able to fave to the utter moſt all who come unto 
God by him. Abſolutely rely upon his infallible. 
word of promiſe: What/ocver ye ſhall aſk in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son If ye aſk any thing in my name, I will 


do it. Perſeveringly wait its accompliſhment, and 
it ſhall be done unto thee according to thy faith. 


11, Only 


11 


; 11. Ooly obſerve : if the bleſſing tarry, na is 
6 it, It will 2 come, and will nal tarry long. 


p Follow the Pſalmiſt's example; I waited e 
5 hon the Lord, (or rather, Y IP, In hls oy 
a | vaited, that is, I waited ds; and diligent y) 


and * N unto me and heard my cry. Wait 
thou for the Lord. Exp ect the anſwer of thy 
prayers” as the watchman 'expetfetli the morning 
light, and that at all times and in all places. 
1 Cod has not confined himſelf to any time or 
place: expect him therefore continually : and with 
that earneſtneſs which becometh a ſoul continually 

on the brink of death and judgment. Watch thou, 

g for thou nather knows/t the day nor the hour when 
the Son 0 Man cometh. Watch for ſanctification; | 


watch for Chriſt's coming ; watch againſt . 
Rems nber where thou art, in the wildernels, not 
in Canaan ; in an enemy's country, not in Para- | | 
diſe ; in the field of battle, not reaping the ſpoils 
of victory. Wherefore, be fober, be vigulant. 
Awake, and keep a good- look-out : Stand on thy 1 
guard: Put on the whole armour of God: Reſiſt 4 
the Devil: Shun temptation, and /frive aguinſt iin, 
though it be unto blood. -Confcientioufly uſe all the | 
means of grace, and lock through all to the Wl. 
merits of Ch iſt and the Spirit of God, on which 
alone thy hopes muſt be founded. 
12. Once more: Amidſt all this ſtrife and 
"agony; phſpeſs ti, /aul in halience. Endeavour after 
a calm, compoſed and peaceful ſlate of heart. 
Let thy mind be d on the Lord and hie will 
cheep thee in pe, fett peace, and tht: peace thou wilt 

find wondertujly' helpful in promoting thy ſancti- 
fication. It was probably with a view to this 

compoſure and ſorevity 255 — ſo friendly to 

divine inſpiratiom ſhe Pr of old ſome- 
times made wuſ&of mufie, we 570 the Li expected 
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See 2 Kings, iii. 13. They ſeem to have intended 1 2 
hereby, the calming of their paſſions, and the I h 
introducing into their ſouls an heavenly peace and y 
tranquillity, that the mild and gentle Spirit of the t 
Holy One, might delight to viſit and dwell with I y 
them. And ſurely we are never better diſpoſed e. 
for further viſitations, diſcoveries and operations d 
from that ſame Spirit, for more intimate union el 
with the Father and the Son through him, than I i 
when we are calm, ſettled, and peaceful. Then pl 
our ſouls wait for him as the thirſty land for the tl 
falling ſhowers. Then, as the eyes of a maiden are fe 
unto the hands of her miſtreſs, Jo are our eyes unte, % 
the Lord, till he have merty upon us. Then the dew de 


of heaven diſtills upon our branches, yea he /ends tc 
@ gracious rain upon his inheritance, and refreſſies ab 
it when it is weary. Thus in quietneſs and in reſi le 
are we ſaved, Let it be thy care, therefore, to ne 
reſiſt every temptation to inquietude, care and I wt 
„„. 5 | 3 
6 What profit can'ſt thou gain di 
„ By fſelf-conſuming care? af 

6 To him commend thy cauſe, his ear nc 
Attends the ſofteſt prayer.” . 


Stand flill, and fee the ſalvation of God, and yet, b 
agomze to enter in at the ſtrait 2 Join the agony 11 
of deſire to the peace of dependance, and the WI 
patience of hope. May God help thee to recon- of 
cile theſe, and all will be well: The God of Peace ſu 
Vimſelf will ſanctiſy thee wholly, and the whole of ob 

thee, the ſpirit Fey's foul and body will be preſæerved an 
blameleſs to his heavenly kingdom. 4 Faithful is fic Te 


that calleth thee, who alſo will do it. ſer 
J reſt upon thy word, ing 
The promiſe is for me; plc 

| & My ſuccour and ſalvation, Lord, wo 
„ Shall ſurely come from-thee : | ha 
4 But let me ſtill abide, _. _—- the 
Nor from my hope remove, Xe 95 


6 Till thou my patient ſpirit guide 5 
Into thy perfect love,” I muſt 


E 
; 13. I muſt not conclude theſe diſcourſes without, 
led addreſſing a few words to you, who profeſs to 
the have attained this Sanftification.—1ſt, See that 
nd your profeſſion be founded on truth: Take care 
the chat you do not deceive yourſelf, Remember, if 
ith you are indeed /anfified in the ſenſe that has been 
ſed explained, you think leſs of yourſelf than ever you 
ns did in all your life. Your underſtanding is fo 
on | enlightened in the knowledge of God and of your» 
an I felf; you have ſuch clear views of God's income 
en | prehenſible greatneſs and your own exceeding lit- 
he tleneſs, of his infinite wiidom and your extreme 
re folly, of his almighty power and your amazing 
ts, eakneſs, of his unſpotted purity and your great 
W defilement, of his inflexible juſtice and your no- 
ds torious guilt and deſert of eternal miſery ;—and 
cs © above all, you have ſuch a diſcovery of the bound. 
Ji WU leſs mercy and love of God to loſt finners in ge- 
to neral, and to yourſelf in particular, and of your + 
1d utter unworthineſs in all reſpetts, and how far 
you come ſhort of paying the debt of gratitude 
due to him for ſuch goodneſs ;—that you are 
aſhamed, confounded, and as it were brought to 
nothing before his glorious Majeſty, crying out 
from the bottom of your heart, Who can ſland 
yes this holy Lord God? As for me, I am le/s than 
the leaft of all his mercies, leſs than the leaft of all 
faints, not worthy to waſh the feet of the ſervants 
3 of my Lord!“ And at the ſame time you have 
e ſuch an inſight into the ſpirituality, extent, and 
obligation of the holy law of God, into the height 
and depth, length and breadth of the obedience it 
requires; and together therewith, have ſuch a 
ſenſe of your paſt ſins, and of your nt-fail- 
ings, whereby you continually come ſhort of the 
glory of God, that you never before reliſhed ſo 
well, nor found ſuch ſweetneſs in the confeſſion of 
holy Job, Behold I am vile! What ſhall I anfiu 
vice? I will lay my hand upon my mouth, — Judge 
| „ yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, therefore, by this rule, and remember, 
kf you indeed poſſeſs what you profeſs, you are o 
« contrile and humble ſpirit, you even abhor yourſelf, 
end repent as in duſt and aſhes, * © © 

14. Now that you may retain, this ſpirit of 
humility, without which you cannot poſſibly re- 
tain that meaſure of Sanctification you poſſeſs, 
much leſs obtain a ſtill greater degree, and increaſe 
with all the increaſe of God ;—ſettle theſe two 
things deeply in your heart, 1ſt, that what you 
are, you are by grace; and, 2dly, that you arg 
not what you may, and, if you continue faithful, 
ſhall be.— Remember, 1ſt, that you are wholly 
indebted to the mere mercy. of God, the atoninp 
facnfice of Chriſt, and the powerful enforce 9 
the Spirit of Grace for all the good that is in you 
or about you. And remember that the holineſs 
which is wrought in you, is not lodged as à ſtock 
in your on hands, but you are dependant daily 
upon God for it. The ſame mercy, which firſt 
beſtowed it, beſtows it afreſh every moment; tie 
ſame merit of Chriſt which firſt interpoſed on 
your behalf, and purchaſed. this blefling for you, 
interpoſes ſtill; and the ſame holy Spirit which 
firſt influenced your heart with the love of God, 
is ſtill the one ſource of your wiſdom and power, 
holineſs and happineſs. —If this were withdrawn, 
it might {till be ſaid that in you dwelleth na manner 
%% > i re 
" 15. This is not all: It is not only neceſſary in 
order to your retaming an humble mind, that you 
ſhould, aſcribe all the good that is in you to the 
grace of God alone, and no part of it to yourſelf; 
and that you ſhould be ſenſible you are continually 
dependant upon God fer it: But it is alſo needtu), 
adh, that you ſhould not over. value the guod 
that is in you, or.think of your attainments, or 
of yourſelf on account of them, more highly than 
you ought to think, That you may not fall - 
. hs Ei us 
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16. It follows from hence, gdly, that you have 


1 33 J | 

this very liſe and ſoul of ſpiritual pride, which 
would n the holy ſpirit of God, 
and be as a worm at the root of your graces, ſet- 
tle it in your heart that you ſtill come very ſhort 
of your duty, and are deficient both in the inward 
exerciſe of love, and the outward acts of virtue. 
Place before your eyes the moral law as it has been 
explained by Moſes and the Prophets, Chrift and his 


Apoſtles. Remember it is of indiſpenſable obli. _- 


gation, and can no more be abrogated, than God 
can be unholy. Remember too, that it requires 
ou not only to love God 71h; all your heart, but 
alſo to ſerve him with al? your fhength, or to the 
uttermoſt of your power, and o love your neag- 
bour as yourſelf doing him all the good you can 
in ſou] and body from day to day. In other words, 
the law of God requires you to employ all your 
powers and faculties, of whatever kind, at all 
ümes and in all places, as far as poſſible to the 
glory of God, and for the good of mankind. 
Now this you dare not ſay you have yet done for 
one ſingle day in all your life; you dare not affun, 
you have for one day loved and ſerved either God 
or your neighbour as much as you might have 
done. You have therefore ſtill need to pray, 
Father forgive us our treſpaſſes, and to acknow- 
ledge it is of the Lord's mercies even you are not 


ſtill room for growing in grace, and in a con- 


formity to the Lord Jeſus. This indeed you will 


readily allow; but you muſt allow more. You 
muſt allow not only that you may, but that you 
muſt go forward towards higher attainments in the 
divine life, if you would not grieve the holy Spi- 
rit of God, and loſe what you have already gain- 
ed. Cod, you mult, remember, hath predeſtinated 
you to be conformable to the image of his Son to 


have that whole mind in you which was in Chriſt 


E 3 Jeſus, 


N 


Jeſus, and to walk as he walked; to have, like 
. him, the law of God fully engraven on your 
heart, and fully exemplified in your life; to be 
living images of him, as he is of the Father. This 
is the mark God hath ſet you, and if you would 
not deceive yourſelf, and ſink into ſloth and indo- 
lence, you muſt not ſet your ſelf a lower mark, 
You mult not ceaſe to deſire and pray, ſtrive and 
labour, watch, deny yourſelf, and take up your 
croſs, till you have in you the humility, meekneſs, 
and reſignation ; the faith, hope, and charity; the 


zeal for God's glory, aus the falvation of ſinners ; 


the bowels of mercy, tenderneſs, and compaſſion; 
the love to God and mankind, with the proper 


fruits flowing. therefrom, which dwelt in the Son 


of God. In a word, till, as the Apoſtle ſays, you 
are even filled,with all the ſulneſs of G. 

17. Remembering you have dedicated all the 
faculties of your ſoul and members of your body, 
with all you have and are, to God, to be at his 
diſpoſal, you muſt ſtudy to empioy them from day 
to day according to his will, and for the promo- 
tion of his honour and glory. Your underſtand- 


ing, conſcience, and memory, your will and at- 


fections, your paſſions and appetites, your ſenſes 
and members, your time and talents, your ſpirit, 
ſoul, and body, with all that belongs to you, 


muſt be holine/s ts the. Lord, {et apart for God, and 


uſed as he diretts. This is what, the moral law 
requires, and what the example of Chriſt holds 
out to your view; and this you myſt never ceaſe 
aiming at and ſtriving after. Not as tho' you had 

al, ellen after if 
but you mut follow after, of by any means ho may 
pr Cord that for wy 8 dern Chriſt 
Feſus. Brethren, you, muſt not count, yourſelves to 
have apprehended all that God has to work in you, 
and perform by you: Vou live: that. W 
4 now 


attained this, either were already perfefted ; 


e 
x 
© 
$ 
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| now more, receive more, do more, and ſuffer 


more: But this one thing you muſt do, forgetting the 
thangs that are behind, and reaching forth to the things 
that are before, you mu! ri towards the mark jor 

lling of God in Chrifl Feſus ; 


and ſhew you your miſtake. 


Once more, Having guarded you againſt pride 


and betray you into ſin, if not watched over and 
kept under continual reſtraint. You have, there- 
fore, ſtill daily need to deny 50% to keep the 
body under, and bring it into ſubjection, leſt after all 
theſe attainments you ſhould become a caft-away. 
And take care you do not reſt in, or place any 
dependance upon, any thing done for you at any 


particular time or place; but remembering, you 
are every moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God, 


according to the whole of your inward tempers 
9 


and outward behaviour,“ give daily proof, as of. 
your juſlification, ſo of your ſancłification, by your 


unblamable and edifying conduct and converſa- 
tion. And how much ſoever you teſtify in word 


concerning the great things the Lord hath done 
for you, teſtify ſin more in deed, perſuaded that 
example ſpeaks louder than any thing, and will be 
believed ſooner than any other teſtimony you can 
| bear, 


[. 56 ] - 


bear. Thus be ye the /alt of the earth, and the 


light of the world. Vea, let your light Shine before 
men, that they ſeeing your good works, may glorify 
1o0us Father, who ig in heaven. Now, _ e God 
of Peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Feſus Chrit, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, thro 
the blood of the en covenant, make you ßerfect 


in every good work to do | | 
which ts well pleaſing in his fighit, thro' Feſus Chrift, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. AMEN, a 


Advertiſement. 


THE Printer not being able to include the Sermons 

in two ſheets, as I expedted, I take this opportu- 
nity of laying before my readers an extract from Arch- 
biſhop Leighton's much eſteemed Rules for an Holy 
Life, with ſome alterations and additions. This ex- 
tract I made ſeveral years ago for my own uſe, and 
now offer it to the public with my moſt ſincere and 
hearty recommendations: earneſtly deſiring they would 
give it not only an attentive but a frequent peruſal, 
£/pecially in their hours of retirement, and, I doubt 


abt, but they will think their labour well beſtowed, 
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15 will, working in you that 
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An EXTRA fiom 


Leighton's Rules for an Holy Life, 


Wich ALTERATIONS and ADDITIONS. 
* AT you may profit by the following 
Rules, let me adviſe you. = 
'1t, To put your whole truſt in God, who is 
become your Father and Friend in Chriſt, that 
he, prompted by his infinite love and inviolable 
faithtuineſs, will fulfill in you all the goad plea- 
ſure of his goodneſs, and renew you in his glori: 
ous image. If you fervently and continually de- 


ſire it, earneſlly and perſeveringly pray for it, and 


diligently and conſtantly labour after it, in the uſe 


of all appointed means and proper helps, un- 


doubtedly the bleſſing ſhall be given you, you 
ſhall be perfected in holineſs. I do not mean 


that abſolute perfection is attainable here, but I. 
ſpeak of high degrees of that ſpiritual and divine 
life, which is always growing and 1 to- 


wards the abſolute perfection of heaven. 


God has promiſed,” and this he: will beſtow upon 


* 


all who ſincerely and earneſtly ſeek it. Only take 
heed you do not imagine your bare feekingy in the 
uſe of whatever means, and in the obſervance of 
whatever rules, or your ſtriving and labouring, 
will be efficacious to make you holy either in 


whole or in part, without the ſuper-natural in! 


fluence of divine grace. As there is no merit in 
any thing you have done or can do, to purchaſe 
any bleſſing of God, ſo there is no virtue in you 
or your works to cleanſe your ſoul from ſin, and 


renew it in the divine image. But the God“ 


of peace, who is pacified towards you after alt 
_— you. 
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you have done, thro' the mediation of Chriſt, and 
who is therefore as willing as he is able to ſave 
you, muſt (as St. Paul teſtifies) khrmfelf ſanclify 


you. Only he will be enquired of, in order here- M 
to, that he may do this work for you. You muſt ax 
aſk, and then you fhall receive this gift from him; WI 
vou mult ſeek, and then you ſhal] find this pearl ex 
of ineſtimable value; you muſt knock, and the _ 
door of this ſalvation ſhall! be opened unto you. ſe 
In other words, you muſt deſire, pray, and ſtrive ky 
with earneſtneſs, fervency, and diligence, and thus he 
ſhall you apprehend that for which you are appre- ” ts 
hended of Chriſt Jeſus, and ſhall be found in him ſp 
without ſpot and blameleſs. V 
adly, Let no particular exerciſe hinder your 4 
public and ſtanding duties to God and your neigh- _ 
bour ; but for theſe, rather omit the other for a ir 
time, and then return to them as ſoon as you can. 
3qdly, Tho' at firſt you find little or no com- 66 
fort, or even advantage (as you think) in the ex- 66 
erciſes which I recommend, yet be not difcou- 66 
_ raged nor induced to leave them off, but perſevere 10 
in them reſolutely and faithfully whatever diffi- 66 
-culties you meet with, whatever pain or yr 7 
trouble you feel; and be aſſured your labour ſhal | 
not be in vain in the Jord, And let not your fall- h 
ing ſhort of the flitit obſervance of theſe rules, ( 
nor your daily and manifold imperfeQtions and in- 5 
fu mities diſhearten you, but continue ſtedfaſt in f 
your deſires, purpoſes, and endeavours; and al- 1 
ways aſk the beſt, aim at the beſt, and hope the | 
beſt, being ſorry that you can do no better, and , 
God will graciouſly accept you and your ſervices, . 
and n due ſeaſon you ſhall reap, if you faint not. - 
And with regard to all ſuch inſtructions, let your 
tule be to follow them as much as you can, but : 
not too ſcrupulouſly, thinking your labour loſt, if 
you do not exactly and ſtrictly obſerve them in 8 
every thing. Deſire and intend ſtill better, and ä 


by the grace of God all will be well. SEC. 


1 
$ECThON IL 
RULE 1. Set the Lord always before thee, 
Maintain upon thy mind a con? int ſenſe of his 
awful preſence and glorious perfections. Think 
with deep attention and profound humility how 
excellent and incomprehenſible he is, how infi- 
nitely exalted above all creatures, and how un- 


ſearchable in his nature and his works! Deſire to 
know him in all his divine perfections, that be- 


holding his glory, thou mayeſt be transformed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, by the 


ſpirit of the Lord. | ne 

2. And this knowledge of God, being the gift 
of his grace, thou muſt rather endeavour to ob. 
tain by tervent deſire and devout prayer, than by 
intenſe ſtudy and outward labour. Pray then, 

« Moſt gracious Lord, whom to know is the 
„very bliſs and felicity of man's ſoul, and yer 
* none can know thee, unleſs thou wilt manifeſt 
„ thyſelf to him, vouchſafe of thy infinite mercy, 
* now and ever to enlighten my mind, to know 
* thee and thy moſt holy and perfect will, to the 
* honour and glory of thy name.” 

3. Depending t | 
his divine illumination, lift up thy heart to con- 
ſider, with calmneſs and ſerenity, the eternal and 


omnipotent * of God, which, directed by in- 


finite wiſdom, /created all things very good; his 


boundleſs and inexhauſtible love, which conſtant- 


ly delights in the happineſs of all his creatures, 
and which pitied and redeemed fallen man by the 


amazing ſufferings and moſt ignominious death of 


his only begotten Son. Contemplate him, as 


very and only God, moſt excellent, meſt high, 
moſt glorious ; the eternal and unchangeable 
oodneſs, the one centre and ſource of all perfec- 


tion and bliſs ; a being in whom all beauty, ex- 
cellency, and loving kindneſs, is ſo united and 


con- 


— 


en upon, and aſpiring after 


{ 
{| 
| {| 
| i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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love thee with all my heart, and irwa 


1 


concentred, that al] the digniiy, perfection, and good. 
nels which is to be found in the whole circle of 
creation, or can poſlibly be conceived, 'cannot 
ſufficiently expreſs or give us an adequate idea of 
his great glory and majeſty. 

Contider- that this ineffable Jehovah 1s thy 


| God, thy Friend, thy Father, yea thy portion and 
treaſure; the natural place and reſt of thy ſoul; 


and let thy heart ſay, « whom have Im heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon earth I defire 
25 5085 thee !” 

:: Conſider. Jeſus, the Redeemer and Huſband 
af thy ſoul, ahd walk with him as becomes a chaſte 
of with devout reverence, humble modelty, 
and obedient fubmifſion. Let his felf-empt ving, 


” ſuffering, dying love break thy hard heart and en- 


groſs thy languid affeftions ; while his infinite 
riches and exalted honours, in Which he hath called 
thee to ſhare, elevate thy views above this vain 
world, and delight thy ſoul with immortal hopes 


and 1 0 proſpetts. Let his infinite fulneſs 


attract thy warmeſt deſires, and engage thy molt 
abſolute dependance, and in the ſtrength of his 
all- ſufficient grace, lite no longer to 77 5 but 40 
him who died for thee and roſß ga. 


6. Then turn to the deep and Attentio eon- 


ſideration of chyſelf, thy, on nothingnels, thy 
extreme defilement, thy natural ahenation from 
God, and that thou canſt only be made happy by 
converſion to him, and union with him. Con. 
ſider thyſelf and all cteatules as nothing in compa- 
riſon of thy Lord God; that ſo thou! mayeſt not 
only be content, but even deſirous to be unknown, 

or, being known, to be diſregarded and deſpiſed 
by all men, yet as far as Poſſible wichout ar e 
of thine. 

3 God, " infae into my! hellt thy bes. 
venly light and love, that I L may. J. Kube and 
utwardly- foath 


> and 


| 6.1 
endl ;abhor myſelf. Grant that 1 may be ſo ra- 
iſhed with the contemplation and love of thee, 
that I may as (as 4t were) forget myſelf and all 
things; regard-neither ſickneſs nor health, honour 
nor dihouour, profperity nor adverſity; may not 
fear 10 luffer all the pains of this world, but defire 
it, rather than be parted {rom thee, who, art tlie 
only ſource of all perfection and blelledneſs, and 
he-center of my deſires. Oh! let me find: thee 
more inwardly and verily preſent with me, than 1 
am with myſelf; and make me moſt circumſpeci 
how 1 behave in thy preſence, my holy Lord God, 
| that 1 may not ad, nor ſpeak, nor think any thing 
oſſenſive te the eyes of thy glory. Cauſe me al: 
waz s to remember how cverlaſting and conſtant is 
the love thou beareſt towards me, and what conti- 
nual care thou takedl of me, even as tho' thou hadſt 
no more creatures in heaven or earth beſides me. 
And, What am I? A vile worm and filth,” 
38. Conſider the paſſion of thy Lord; how he 
was buffeted, ſcourged, reviled, dreien with 
nails on the croſs, on which he hung three whole 
hours; how he ſuſfered all the contempt * and 
ſhame, and all the inconccivable pain of it, for 
thy ſake ! Then aſpire to a great contrition for 
and hatred to thy fins, and loathing thyſelf. on 
account of them, crave pardon thro' the blood of 
Chriſt ; and then offer. up thyſelf, foul and body, 
an oblation or ſacriſice in and through him (as 
they did of old, laying wood upon the altar} and 
wait 1n earneſt expeblation for the ſpirit of burn- 
ing to fall from heaven and kindle in thy heart tlie 
ſacred fire of divine love, which will conſume thy 
ſacrifice, and render it an offering acceptable to 
God. 
9. Offer and, dedicate all that, thou haſt and all 

that thou art to his honour and ſervice, that he 
may diſpoſe of thee wm thine as be pleaſes; naw 


T 


chat thou mayeſt neither uſe thyſelf nor any thing 


of all that is called thine, except in perfect obe- 
dience to his will, and in entire ſubſerviency to his 
glory; and reſolve (in dependance on divine grace) 
to uſe all the powers of thy ſoul, and all the 


members of thy body, in his ſervice, as formerly 


thou haſt done in the ſervice of ſin. 5 
10. Then lift up thy heart to him, and ſay, 
Lord Jeſus, whereas I daily fall ſhort of my 


* duty, and am liable to fin, vouchſafe me grace, 


« that I may never preſume, but always meekly 


« and humbly acknowledge my wretchedneſs and 


frailty; and let me not deſpair, becauſe of my 
great weakneſs, but ever truſt in thy moſt loving 
* mercy and readineſs to forgive.“ | 


SECTION IL 


RULE 1. Thou wilt find it no eaſy work ta 


keep a guard upon thy five ſenſes, which, in many 


reſpects, muſt-be demed, crucified, and as it were 
buried with Chriſt. | ; 
2. Thou muſt now turn away thine eyes from 


beholding, and thine ears from hearing vanity ; 


and muſt fix thine attention on thy ſoul and the 


ſpiritual life, as thou haſt uſed heretafore to have 


all thy regard placed on outward pleaſures and 
worldly things. 8 LS 

31 Thou muſt ſubmit thyſelf to the diſcipline 
of Jeſus, and become his ſcholar, reſigning and 
compelling thyſelf altogether to obey him in all 
things, ſo that thou utterly and perfectly renounce 
thy own will, and do nothing without his licence 


and a ſincere view to his glory,—Even the moſt 


neceſſary actions of thy life, tho' lawful, yet muſt 
e offered up to God with a pure intention to 
Pleaſe! and: glorify him thereby, in union with the 
meſt holy works, and in dependance upen the 
bleſſed merits of Chriſt. „ 


4. Labour 


far 


4. Labour i in all things to maintain and cultivate” 
an intimate union with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
cleave ſo ſledfaſtly to his croſs, that nothing may 
ever ſeparate thee from it. Truſt only in his 
ſufferings for acceptance, and offer thyſelf conti- 
nually to ſuffer with him. Glory not, ſave in the 

croſs of Chriſt; and thro' this, be thou cructhee® 
to the world and all that it contains. 

5. Conſider thyſelf as always in the e 
preſence of thy Lord God, moſt wiſe, holy, juſt 
and true; and let this conſideration influence thy 

whole deporiment, and caule thee to order all thy 

thoughts, words, and works in a manner worthy 
of the preſence of ſo glorious and perfett a Being. 
Perſuaded that his providence ſuperintends all, 
and numbers even the hairs of thy head, commit 
thyſelf and all thy concerns to the care and con- 
duct of thy moſt gracious Father, who will then 
order all things in infinite wiſdom and love for thy 
preſent and eternal good. 

6. Thon muſt keep thy memory lean arid pure; 
as tho it were a wedlock chamber, from all ſtrange 
thoughts, fancies, and imaginations; and it muſt 
be adorned with holy meditations, and the remem- 
brance of Chriſt's holy, crucified life and paſſion, 
that God may continually and for ever reſt therein. 
7. Reckon all things as abſolutely nothing in 
compariſon of communion with thy God, and.a 
conformity to his will, thro' the illumination and 
influence of his ſpirit. And ſo perfectly renounee 
and forſake thyſelf and all things, and ſo crucify 
thyſelf to all things, that loving and deſiring God 
and his holy will only, with thy whole heart, if 
he ſhould give thee to drink of thy Lord's cup, 
and bring thee into an agony of diſtreſs, thou 
mighteſt be ready to offer thyſelf, by his grace, to 
ſuffer it, and that purely in obedience to his will, 
and for his eternal honour and glory. 

25 2 8. PRAYER, 
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8. PR A NEN. 
* Lord, inſtead of knowing thee, I have ſoughe 

* to know vanity and fin: And tho' my will and 
affections were created for thy love, I have loſt 
* that love, and ſet my heart on the creature. 
While my memory ought to have been filled with 
_« thee, I have painted it with the imagery of innu- 
* merable fancies, not only of the creatures, but 
* of all ſinful wickedneſs. O wafh away the guilt 
and pollution of theſe, and imprint thine on 
* blefled image on my fon}; bleſſed Jeſas, by that 
blood which iſſued from thy moſt loving heart, 

* when thou hangedft on the eroſs. So knit my 
* will to thy moll- 
other will but thine, and may be moſt heartily 
* and fully content with whatfoever thou appoint- 
eſt for me in this world. Yea, if thou wilt, 
make me ſuffer the greateſt pains, only let me 
* not lin againſt thee, but continue in thy love.” 
ECT EA 

RorE . Exerciſe thyſelf to the perfect re- 
nunciation of all things which would impede thy 
union with God. Mortify in thee every thing 
which is not of God, nor for his glory, whatſoever 


he wille.ch and .loveth not; reſigning up to the 


high pleaſure of God all love and affection for 
tranſitory things. Deſire neither to poſſeſs nor 
beſtow them, but purely for the honour and glory 
of God. Put away ſuperfluous and unnceeſiary 
things, and do not inordinately defire even things 
neceſſary. 17 71 ; rd 1 5 33 . | 
2. Mortify all inordinate felf-love and ſelf- 
ſeeking, which is ſo natural to men in all the 
good they defire, and in all the good they do, 
and in all the evil they ſufſer. And guard alſo 


again 1 


holy will, that I may have no 


rener. e 2 


— 
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againft an undue regard for the gifts of God, in- 
ſtead of himſelf; which, as it ſprings from ſelf. 
love, ſo it nouriſhes pride and a kind of ſpiritual 
idolatry. | 

3. Mortify all inordinate deſire alive and delight 
in meat and drink ; abſtain from all trifling con- 
verſation, and reſect all vain thoughts and imagi- 
nations, which, tho' they proceed not to confent, 
yet they defile che ſou}, grieve the Holy Ghoſt, 
and do great damage to the ſpiritual life: - . | 

4. Imprint on thy heart the image of Jeſus 
Ee and never let it be eraſed. Let thy 
mind be impreſſed with a deep and continual ſenſe 
of his humility, meekneſs, love, reſignation, pu- 
rity, and all his holy virtues. Let thy thoughts of 
him turn into affettion, and thy knowledge into 
love. And this love muſt manifeſt itſelf in the 
mortification of nature, in a departure (as it were) 
from all creatures, and a following eagerly after 
and cleaving ſteadily to God thy all. 

5, Solitude, ſilence, and the: ſtrict and cans 
keeping of the heart, are principal and needful 
helps to a ſpiritual life. 
| 6. Do all thy neceſſary and 1 works 
without any trouble or carefulneſs of mind, and 
bear thy mind amidſt all, always inwardly lifted | 
up to God, and ſtayed upon him, attending always 
more to the inward exerciſe of love, than to the 
outward acts of virtue. | ; 

7. To this no man can arrive, 1 bs be as 
livered from all things under God, and ſo ſwal- 
lowed up in God, that he can contemn tle 
and all things; for the pure love of Cod, engro 
ſing the whole heart, makes the ſpirit - pure and 
ſimple, and fo free, that without any pain or. la- 
bour it can, at all times, turn and recollect elf 


in God. 
8. Mortify all envy and ankinfneſh coal 


others, and all vain „ in hy el, or-thy 


F 3 endows 


66 


endowments, whether natural or acquired, ſpiri- 


tual or temporal. Reſiſt and ſuppreſs all vain 


glory in any thing thou art or haſt, and all deſire 
of eſteem on account of thy words or deeds, gifts 


or graces. To this thou wilt attain by ſeriouſly 
conſidering thy own wilenefs, and that Gocl is the 
only fountain of alt grace and goodnels. 


9. Mortify every tendency to over-value and _ 
put confidence in ſenſible, ſpiritual delight in 


grace and the ſweetneſs which accompanies devo- 
tion in the lower faculties of the foul. For this 


is by no means real holineſs in itſelf, but only a 


gift of God annexed to it, to help our infirmity. 


10. Mortify all curious inveſigation into, and 


ſpeculation of, unneceſſary things, human or di- 


vine. For the perfection of the chriſtian life con- 


fiſteth not in fublime knowledge, but in profound 


humility, patient meekneſs, holy fimplicity, ar 
the ardent love of God. In order to which we 


ſhould deſire to die to ourſelves and all things be- 


low God, that we may be more united to him, 


and perfectly f allowed up in his will. 

11. Mortify all undue ſcrupuloufneſs of con- 
fcience, and all donbts concerning the goodneſs of 
God. For our ſuſpicions and ſeruples often times 


arife from inordinate ſelf.-love, and therefore vex 


us. They do us no good, neither work any real 
amendment in us. On the contrary, they darken 
the mind and harden the heart, by obſcuring faith 
and cooling love, and can only be diſpelled by the 
ſtronger beams of theſe graces. Whereas the 


greater our faith and confidence is in God, and _ 


the more fervent our love is towards him, the ſou} 
1s fo much the more excited and enabled to ad- 


vance in all the paths of holineſs, and made more 
patient in adverſity, and more thankful in all 


eſtates. 


12. Mortify all | impatience in all pains and 


troubles, whether from the hands of God or 


0; 
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men; all deſtre of revenge. all reſentment of in. 
juries ; and by the pure love of God, love thy 

very perſecutors, as if ey were thy deareſt 
friends. | 

13. Finally, mortify thy own will in all thin 

with full reſignation of thyſelf to ſuffer all trials, | 
outward and inward, all pains, preſſures and de- 
folations, and that for the pure love of God. For 
from ſelf-love and ſelf-will ſpring all {in and all 
pain, | 


i. 
14. Oh! Jeſus, my Saviour, thy bleſſed hu. 


„ mility ! Impreſs it on my heart! Make me moſt 
« ſenfible of thy infinite dignity, and of my own 
vileneſs; that J may hate myfelf as a thing of 
% nonght, and be willing to be deſpiſed and trod- 
* den upon by all, as the vileſt mire of the ſtreets ; 
« that I may ſtill retain a deep ſenſe and experi- 
« ence of theſe words, I AM NOTHING, IAE J 
* NOTHING, I CAN DO NOTHING, I DESIRE 
* NOTHING BUT ONE.” _ ; 


SECTION IV. 


1. Never do any thing with peculiar and ſingu- 
lar aſſection, being too cager about it, or toa 
much given to it; > with entire reſignation and 
continual meekneſs of heart, proſtrate thy ſoul be- 

fore God, and ſay, Lord, I deſire nothing, nei- 
ther in myſelf or in any creature, ſave only to 
know and execute thy bleſſed will;“ ſaying always 
in thy heart, Lord, what wouldft thou have me 5 
to do? Transform my will into thine, fill full 
and ſwallow up, as it were, my affections with thy 
love, and with an inſatiable deſire to honour thee 
and deſpiſe myſelf.” 
2. If thou deſire to attain perfect union hh 
God: know that it . thee to be ſtript of 
all, 
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a al; not only of all ſin, but, in a ſenſe, of all crea. 
tures, and in particular of thyſelf. Thy under- 
ſtanding, memory, fancy, affections, and all the 
powers of thy mind mult be ſo diſengaged from, 
and fo dead to, all things in the world, and ſo 
wholly engrolled with God and his holy will, 
that all creatures muſt be to thee as nothing, and 
God thy all and in all. Thou muſt in particular 
be ſo weaned from ſenſual pleaſure, and mult ſo 
enjoy God in his gifts, that thou wouldſt be con- 
tent that the food which thou eateſt had no more 
reliſh than a ſtone; and yet, for his honour who 

created food, thou art well pleaſed that it is ſo 
agreeable to the taſte ; but, notwithſtanding from 

tlie pleaſure thou feeleſt i in it, thou doſt turn thy 
heart to his praiſe and love that made it. 
3. The more perfectly thou liveſt in the ab- 


ſtraction and departure of thy mind from all crea- . 
tures, the more nakedly and purely ſhalt thou have * 
the fruition of the Lord thy God, and ſhalt live 
the more heavenly and angelical a life. bs 
Therefore, 4. Labour above all things moſt ex- x 
alily to forſake all for him, and chiefly to forſake . 
and contemn thyſelf, purely loving him, and in a 5 
manner forgetting thyſelf and all things, for the, 
vehement and burning love of him; and whatſo- 4 
ever good thou doſt, think that God doth it and 1 
* thas. --_ - 
. Chuſe: alway's (according to the beſt of thy : 
Tat GELS what is moſt to God's hondur, and | 0 
moſt like unto Chriſt and his example, and moft 5 
profitable to thy neighbour, and moſt againſt thy ˖ 
own proper will, and leaſt ſerviceable to thy own 
raiſe and exaltation. 
6. If thou continue faithful in this ſpiritual 7 
work, God without doubt will hear thy knock- 8 
10g, and will deliver thee from all hy ſpiritual | 
trouble, from all the tumult, noiſe, and incum-_ 
berance of ſinful fancies and earthly affections, : 


from 


1 
er which there is no more ſpeedy and effectuaf 
means of deliverance, than that faith in Chriſt, 
and in his all- ſufficient grace, whereby we are en- 
abled to deny our own will, and continually and 
fervently defire the love of God." 
| 7+ Do not then hinder his working by hy uns 
belief, or by following thine own will, and indulg- 
mg earthly deſires. For behold, how much thou 
doſt the more perſectly confide in him, and for- 
fake thy own will, and the love of chyſelf, and of 
all earthly things, ſo much the more deeply and ? 
ſafely ſhalt thou be united to God, and ſhalt, in- 
creaſe in ys true and pure love. : 


SECTION ©, 


R LE 2. If thou fill above all things ſeek this | 
er thou muſt pour thy whele will into the 
high pleaſure of God ; and whatſoever. befalls 
thee, thou muſt receive not from the hand of any 
creature, but ſrom him alone, and that without 
murmuring or retraction! of heart, accepting every 
thing moſt joyful for his love, whoſe will and 
work it is. Vea, let it always be my deſire to 
have his pleaſure done in thee, tho' in pains, fick- 
neſs, perſecution, oppreſſion of ſpirit, mward grief 
of heart, or any trials, ſpiritual or bodily. 

2. Under any of theſe, be always wary choo 
turn not to ſinful deliglits, nor to ſenſual and car- 
nal pleaſures; nor ſet thy heart en vain things, 

ſeeking comfort thereby; nor in any ways be 

idle, but always as thou canft _— and force 
thyſelf to ſome good ſpiritual excrciſe or bodily. 
werk; and the' they be then diſagrecable to thee, 
vet are they not the leſs but the more Maas 
to God. 

3. Receive all 18 as tokens of God's 
love to thee, and trials of thy love to him; as 
purpoſes of kindneſs to enrich thee, and increaſs 


more Penta in thee his (pirizual, gifts and 
graces, 


* 


e 70 V 
races, if chou perſevere faithfully unto the end 
not remitling the vehement defire of his love and 


thy own perfection. 


4. Let thy heart reft and delight in him, being 
as it were reſolved and melted into the bleſſed 


Godhead. Then fhalt thou feel in a manner no 
difference betwixt honour and ſhame, joy and 
forrow ; but whatſoever thou perceiveſt to apper- 
tain to the honour of thy Lord, be it ever ſo hard 
and unpleaſant to thyſelf, thou wilt heartily em- 
brace, yea, with all thy might; deſire, and purſue. 
Yet, when thou haſt done all that is poſſible for 
thee, thou wilt think thou haſt done nothing at 


all; thou wilt even be aſhamed. and deteſt thyſelf, 


that thou haſt ſo wretchedly and imperfectly ferved 


fo noble and worthy a Lord : And therefore thou - 


wilt defire and endeayour every hour to do and 


ſuffer greater and more prin N 
e 


5. If thou haſt attained to any degree of eſta- 
bliſpment in the love of God, then wilt thou be 
able to keep the powers of thy ſoul and thy ſenfes, 
as it were, ſhut up in God from wandering after 


any worldly thing or vanity ; and then what can 
harm thee, when all muſt firſt touch God, within 


vhom thou haſt encloſed thyſelf? 


= 
£ 


6. When thou perceiveſt thyſelf thus knit to 


God, thy ſoul being more cloſely united to him 


than to thine own body, then fhalt thou know his 


everlaſling, incomprehenſible, and ineffable good- 


neſs, and the true nobleneſs of thy foul, which 


came from him, and was made to be reunited to 


Dim! ww. > | 
7 If thou wouldeſt aſcend to the true know- 


ledge of thy Lord God, and to intimate commu- 


nion with him, thou muſt climb up by the wounds 


of his bleſſed humanity, which remain as it were 


for that uſe; and when thou art got up there, 
thou wouldeſt rather ſuffer death, than wilfully 
commit any ſin, 5 I 

| ; 8. Enter- 
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*6 Entering into Jeu, 50 caſleſt thyſelf into 


an infinite ea of goodneſs, that more ealily ſwal. 
lows thee up, than the ocean does a drop of water. 
Then ſhalt thou be hid in him, and transformed 
into his likeneſs. 


by SECTION VI. 


1. Too much deſire to Pome men, „ mightily 
hindereth the pleaſing of God. 

2. Too great earneſtneſs and vohemency in ho. 
dily work and external doings, ſcattereth and looſ- 
eth the tranquillity and calmneſs of the mind. 

g- Caſt all thy care on God, and commit all 


to his good pleaſure. Praiſe and applaud him in 


all things, great and ſmall. Forſake thy own will, 


and deliver up thyſelf freely and chearfully to the 


will of God, without reſerve or exception, in 
_ proſperity or adverſity, ſweet or bitter, to have or 
to want, to live or to die. 

4. Untie thy heart from all things, ond unite it 

only to God. . 
= Remember often 5 n the life and 

tufferings, the death and ee of our Savi- 
our leſus. 


6. Deſcant not on flier men's deeds, an con- 


ſider thine own; forget other men's faults, and 
remember thine own. 


7. Never think highly © of thyſelf, nor drſpiſe 


any other man. 

8. Keep ſilence and retirement as much as chou 
canſt, and thro' God's grace they will er thee 
from ſnares and offences. 

9. Lift up thy heart often to God, and. deſire 

in all things his aſſhſtance. 

10. Let thy heart be filled, and mholly taken 
up with the love of God, and of thy neighbour, 
and do all things in that ſincere and pure love. 


11. What doſt thou want? Why art thou 
concerned about ſo many things.? Think upon 
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4 herefore, 


| 12. Wherever thou be, let 115 voice of Goa 
By be Kill; in thine ear, 775 My ſon, return inwardly to 


at 7 05 abſtract 9 Bom a wa, and 


8 SECT a vo. 


RvuLE 1. True humility. overcoinetk. nd gain- 
eth God Almighty; and. diſpoſeth thee to receive 
All graces and all gifts. | But, alas! who can ſay he 
hath this bleſſed temper, it being ſo hard, ſo un- 


certain, ſo ſecret and unknown a.thirig, perfectly 


to mortify and forſake thyſelf, and that moſt veno- 

mous worm of all zoodneſs, vain-glory. 15 

2. Remember all things in tlie earth are too 
baſe to engroſs thy love or care, or to trouble thy 


noble heart, thy ammortal and heavenly mind. Let 
them love and care for theſe things, ſoi row and 


rejoice on account of them, Who ate of the world, 


and therefore mind darthly things, but follow thou 


n an let thy{gobrer{ation be in heaven. 


thy ſoul,” exaiuine whatthoi loveſt, and if thou 


| wonldef know wliat thou loveſt, mark well What 


thou thinkeſt moſt upon. [Leave earth, and beve 

99 leave the world, and have God. 
Ever remember, and let it ſink into thy 

deant, that all ſin ſpringeth from indulging our 


. own will, and all holinefs and perfection from de- 
[hing it and reſigning it wholly: 10 the, will and 
1 12 ure of God. — The ſum is, 


iſt. Remember always the preſence 55 God, | 
7 Rejoice a in the will of e ae 

Dir 5 eee glory of God. 8 
. in 5 r A 
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One, deGre oe ohne One, and thou a. ma. ref. 5 


7 ot pleaſe nor ſerve two maſters 
* once; r, canſt not love divers and contrary 
things. I then thou wouldeſ know the ſtate of 


* 


* 


